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[The Pzeface. 
|} 3 Eivg often impor- 

{ } tuncd by {veral 
ot my nearer Ac- 
quainrance, ta publiſh 
he tollowing Relation, 
is an account that might 
De very uleful to the 
Fublick, particularly a- 
zanlt Profaneneſs and 
Itheiſm: and tmding my 
Pulinels at preſent very | 


A » ar- 


T he Preface. 
urgent upon me, | have | 
at laſt yielded to give | 
the, Papers and Notes 
which 1 took during the] 
whele Viſitation, to a 
Friend of mine, to put 
em in ſome kind of Me: 
thod and Order for the! 
Preſs: And having 
amined the Piece, now 
'tis perfeted, with the 
Original Notes and Pa 
pers which I drew m 


felf, I find the Subſtanc 


and material Part ver 


taithfully done. | 


{1 


, FP 


T he Preface. 
It cannot be expec- 


| ed by che Reader that 


the Sill and W ords 
are. verbatine the ſame 


as delivered , eſpecially 


the 420.  Leners which 


are. .1n the following 


Trad, but as far as 1 


remember, and as m3 


Notes will affiſt mw, 
(1p taking. of which 1 
us'd all che. Sincaity 
and Care 1 could) 1 
dare athirm that there” I 
nothing material left out, 


Az nor 


The Preface. ; 
nor 1s there any interpo- | 
lations which are not | 
genuine, | mean ſuch as | 
do not add to the Senle, | 
but only expatiate © j 
in order to give a plain- | 
er Notion and Idea of | 
the Matter: Bur as to 
what that Miſerable | 
Gentleman delivered him- | 
ſelf ( who is the Sub: | 

5 of this Relation )l 
both I and the M E-| 
THODTZER 


of my Notes have been 


ſuperſiztionſly Critical to 


_ give. 


T be 


| give them as near the 
Truth, and very, Ex- 
{ preſſions, as we could, 
j | believing the Reader 
; | would not be diſpleas'd 
to have as Nice and 
4 | Exaa Account of that 
| part of thel reatiſe as pol- 
| {ibly could be met with. 
] There's another thing 
| which the Reader 
| wil not be ſorry to 
| find, which is ; That 
whereas in dreadful , 


i ſurpriging Relations, the 
} Pookſeller, Autbor, or 


both 


Preface. 


The P F- ef. ACE. 
both together, ,do ulu- | 
ally 2 the Mater of 
Fa@ .with :long and .te- | 
.dious Obſervatians, .im- | 
pertigent 3K efletiqns & | 
ſuch hke Staff, only £0 
makertheV.olume yell; 
there he -will find no 
needleſs: or trifling -[[)j- 
grelſions, but apymxt 
Relation , barely and 
purely dclinr' d. {4 that 
the Reader allithe while 


| hereads, will;-be,ypon 
;his -Subjet , and .npt 


ÞF&I- 


The Preface. 
perplex'd with an ExpeQaation 
OI It. | | 

I've no more to add but this, 
That I'm willing to hope and be- 
lieve this / reatiſe may be a means 
to {tartle fome that are Arheiſtz- 
cally Inclin'd ; and perhaps re+ 
claim others, who by ſeeing this, 
may. conclude it their Intereſt, 
Rather to be a thoughtful Reader 
of ſuch an Hiſtory, than to be fch 
an Hiſtory themſelves. And as 
for other Toung People, whoſe 
Converſe in the World has not 
yet given them the unhappy Ac- 
quaintance of our Modern A- 
theiſts or their Principles, this 
may be a Spur to their Dilt- 
gence, and a Warning to keep 
them from the dreadful Sin of 
APOSTATISING. 
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The Methoaizer's Apology. 


Am ſenſible enough that this Aye bas a deal 

of Curioſity and line Charity in it, not 

but that every one, who by Imprudence, Ac- 
oident, or otkerwiſe , gives any juſt Occaſion for 
others to be Uncharitable, is oblig'd in Fuſftice 
to remove it, or be content t0 bear it, 

[ ſhall therefore, ſo far as 1 am concern'd, groe 
that Account t» the Wo Id which TI have done t6 
ſeveral Eminent Divines and Gentlemen, who 
have been with mz for ſatisfaion in this Af air, 
VIZ. 

The Divine, mnhom 1 believe to be a Perſon 
of Integrity, and from whom I receiv'd the Mij- 
nutes, (which. 1 bave thus Metholrq'd) having 
mentioned *em to me, I became Importunate for 
abeir Publication, which he declin'd ſeveral times, 


weing bis Dependance upon the Family, and the 
"y Cloquenes is might have, in reſpeft »f bis 
Fortunes, perhaps of bis Life, At laſt he con- 
fented, upon my Solemu Promiſe not to diſcover 
him, and upon aſſuring him , that only the two 
firſt Letters of his Name ſbould be printed , all 
this time retaining fram me 4 knowledge of the 
Family. So ſoon a5 | bad put th: Original Pa- 
pers # that little Order the World now finds 
them, be defir d be might have all back, #0 com- 
pare the finiſht Piece with 1h? Original Notes; 
which be did, and wrote the Preface, acquinting 
me of any Additions, Interpolations, 9c, With 
this Preface, among ſt other things, he ſent me a 
Letter (which afterwards he told me be defign'd 
ro ſend by it ſelf, and therefore it was ſealed up). 
The Lenter is as follows : (The Original may 
be ſeen at the Bookſellers. ) SI R, 


OO Ae «sS was £% wh a 


The Methodizer"s Apology. 

S I R, 

Had Your's, with the Manuſcript, and ha- 

ving compar'd it with the Memoirs I took, 
I think you have done Me, and the Caſe of 
that miſerabl- Man, a rigid Faſftice, . 

As to the Preface you mentton'd in Your's, 
it the following. will be. any Service to you, 
you are free to it, 'Let only the 1wo firft Let- 
ers of my Name be printed at the latter end 
of the Preface. In the Tile Page you may 
alſo ſay, By ]. S. « Minifter of the Church of 
England, 4 frequent Viſitor during the whole 
Sickneſs, or ſomething like it. I'm going 
down into Efex, and as ſoon as I return, II} 
ſee your Bookſeller, of whom Iexpett to re- 
ceive half a dozen Bovuks, 


Decemb. 26. Tour real Friend and Servant, 

1692. J. 'S. 
The Book being printed, ſeveral Divines and 
others, who were very milling to bave a pood At- 
reſtation, came to enquire of the Bookſeller and 
of me abont it, 4nd I alſo being very deſirous the 
World might be fully fatished in i, (the Rela- 
tion beginning 10 make ſuch an unexpeted Noiſe) 
purſu'd my Author, at bi return ont of Eſſex, 
with continual\Importanities of Publiſhing all be 
knew of the whole Matter, with the Clrcumftan- 
ces of Perfons and Place, preſſing the Concern 
of Religion, my own Reputation , and the 
Bookſeller's, (who 1 bereby ſufficiently acquitred 
from any unfair dealing in' the 'Caſe) to which 
(as near 48 | can remember, and as 1 have told 
ſome in Town, whoſe Friendſhip I moſt value) 
be anſwer'd, That be was coldly rccefv'd ar bis 
| FOrTa 


The Methodizers Apology. 


return, and loaded with the Epithets of Ingrate- 
ful Promiſe-breaker, 5c. For he had proms'd 
them not to make the Concern publick, ( which in- 
deed he has not in the moſt material Points) : Be. 
ſides, be tells me" of ſome private Threats that 
be bas. beard," in caſe be betrays the Family to the 
Publick 1gnomy of ſuch a Relation 5 and be 
ſays he -is ſufficiently aſſur'd ,'that tho'e Divines 
and Dofloys be ſaw with the ſick Perſon, have 
been dealt with under-hand, or elſe the Buſineſs 
muſt certainly bave come to light before now. I 
told bim, that I believd his dependance on the 
Family (which be 101d me had many Branches, *and4 
this Gentleman was unknown t0 him before that 
time) mas not abſolutely nec: ſary, hince 1] doubt- 
ed not (for I kave beard it promis'd) but that be 
would meet with 4 Patron, in caſe he ſhould be 
expell'd, Hz anſmer'd 10 this, That if all other 
Teſtimonies were taken off but bis, be might rea- 
ſonably fear, being unjuſtly degrated, -or Eternal 
Impriſonment, and ſuch an Aftion of Scandal, 
that would ruin ( or at leaſt incanvenience) ſeve- 
ral Patrons withbim ; how good this Argument 
is 1 know not, having very little Acquaintance 
in Law Matters : [ told kim, That ſeveral 
things lookt ſuſpiciouſly in it , as that it ſhould 
ome out by none of all thoſe that mere preſent, 
beſides bim. To mbich be. arſwer'd as. before, 


That he: was confident they were all adjur'd ft- |. 


lence; by Promiſes, Threats, or ſome otber Me- 
thods ſuitable 10 rheir Qualittes,... 1 told bin, That 
mary ſuſpet,” that Mr. F.— N= | was the 
Perſon.s He proteſted þe was not. ' Here were 6+ 
ther. things of . this natureuhat paſt betwixt us, 
in a which I diſcover'd bim mighty uneaſie and 
apprehenſive of further Miſchief , conrinualy 
renewing his Injunftion and my Promiſe of not 
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revealing any thing, if by any fortuitous | or. un- 
guarded Expreſfon, 1 had diſcovered the Family. 
As for my particular, I know well enough;'thet 
my.own Integrity and-Reputation -7s the Hinge 
upon.-which the Relation chiefly mqves,- and 1 am 
very willing that any Divine, Gentleman, ' or o- 


ther Perſon whatever, ſhould bave the Liberty of 


Examining who and what l am, of all my ac- 
quaintance,and if myCredit bitherto appearsunſpot- 
ted and free, and nos ſtain'd with baſe, little and 
diſhonourable Aions, 1 bope 7 ſhall have that 
common Charity in this Afair which every one 
would be unwilling to be deny'd, were he in my 
circumſtances. The Bookſeller wzll give any one 
an account of my Lodgings, where they may:birut 
means for furiber ſatisfa#ion upon this laſt Head. 
So. that I rbink there's nonecefity of ſubſcribing my 
Name t0 this Apology 


This is the fu'e$t 4tcount the World is to ex: 
:# from what ] at preſent, know in-this Affair, 


and if I receive any jurther light imo it bereafrer, 
1 ſhall ſoon make it piiblick, for my own tredit, and 
the ſatisfation of others. © & 4 


I" 
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_ Ae Methodizer of rhis'Riffor 07 "y Phe 
I'm of grepr Snegiy) whe Rar Ke! ng 
regſon'10 queſt the trazb of Hi printet At 


Nie 


ſtation be bas here given concerning jt ; and'wh 
ronmiendaaion 7 ſha/l give of ir, will ſerviceable 
no longer than il tbou haſt peruſed- it throagh: 
Thou wilt find ſuch Wine' init! as kiteds i 
Buſh. Thts only: {:ftiall-ay,* it well deſerves thy 

B ſericus 


ws." 


ſerious and frequent Peruſal.; and 1 heartily wiſh 
thoſe pious yon that __ Elt ates would be 
inflirumental in difp of #4 threughous thc 
whote Kingdom ,tha# ſo foe ranks of Hence 
the Youth of thi» Nation, might reap ſome adv 
6 by ahis extraordinary and amazing Infence 
This bo the. Semvient and boory "Define of thy oor- 
yak Friend in vhe- Lovd, R. Woltey, M. 4: 
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Gentlewoman came into Mr. Dunton's 
Shop, between three andfour a Clock, 
andfaid, She knew- the Second Spire, and was 
acquainted, with - the' Bamily to. which: he 


belonged. 


mimeſs my: Hand, | jeg Dyots 


cu. — 


cap rr CUE Te wn feryertns >» Ms OOO gm ——_—_ 


| 
Fubruaty the. 1, 1693. RE | 
Gentlewoman came infe:Mr:. Dunn's} f 


Shop, in Compgny: with. anather Per-| | 
fon, and ſaid, She knew the Second Spire, and 
was.acquainted with the-Family ; and- when 
js importunately urg'd her to tell him who| C 
Fee Mk id, ſhe. wg pot et 
2p Or. F. hs but that theft 
if wauld he in.a little] 


htc Ananias Hodges l 
* t 
py woe: Berſang lixe: in, Crarched Frores f 


nean the Porp, | n 


Lhe ferond $ PIR A, 


"7 Hat Examples prevail | a. 
bove Preceprts can be ns 
Surpriſe to any one that 
.#. ' conſiders the tarity of 
thern, of that mnt of the Senits 
'| being at once imployed they ſhould 
| make fo ſtrong an Impreſſion upbr. 
Be the Brain, and fo upon the Under- 
| ſtanding, according to the manner 
hol of Human Perception. 
if} The preſent Inſtance, whoſe Re- 
” lation 1 have undertaken, having 
*| trade ſo deep an Impreſſion npon my 


«Own Mind, f conld not think, 'but 
[that if all Men participate! of the 
es fame: Nature as I'do, but that: they 
muſt be equally affected with it, 

BR..2 ſome. 


2 TheſecondSpara. 
fome Allowance being made for this, 
That what I my ſelf ſaw and heard 
actually, I communicate by way of 
Relation to others. 

I am obliged, out of Tenderneſs 
and Reputation,to conceal the Name 
of the Family of this Gentleman , 
who is the Subjet of the following 
Diſcourſe, and could heartily wiſh 
that my concealing it would make 
ſo many as do know it, to forget 
eyery thing but the Example itſelf, 
that being only. »/ef«l,the reſt [gnomz- 
iow: But Iam afraid my Wiſhes 
will- prove ſucceſsleſs, there bein 
forr more Divines, beſides my ſelf, 
who-were very frequently there, at 
the beginning of his Sickneſs, belides 
feyeral Gentlemen and others, whoſe 
Acquaintance, or Defign of doing 
Good might lead them thither. 

This unhappy Gentleman, who 
made fo direful an Exit, the eighth 
of | this inſtant December, had in his 
youth Time the Advantage of 4a- Res 
ligious and Virtuous Eaucation , 1 
which it was obſervable, Fhat he 
made 


th. — 
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made 4 movt confiderable+\Progrefs 
that was ufasl for-ſach Years, . being 
very warm and aQive' final; Retipi- 
ous Exerciſes : 'Belides,' | . he was'a 
great proficient in Learning,. being 
fent vp ! to rhe”? Univerſity: from 
| the | Sohoot where” he! was edu. 
| cated, very perfet. in hjs Zetzri'fnd 
: Greek Tongues at ſixteen Years of 
tf Age; where heicontigued five!Years: 
| His'Bchavibur- and Deporement! de- 
| ing Mich that' allhis-Friends and 
$| Acquaintance Jookt upon” Himias'an 
2 190017101 'Bleſſong, an. Ornament TO 
| his Family. -Ar'the Ape:of twenty 
tf one he eame'up, ro Town, ant eh 
$0 rred himſelf into'the Inns:of :Courr, 
el deſigning to ſtudy the Law ; his 
2 Fricnds and he concluding, 1 It necei[a- 
ry, That thoſe that hdve Eſtates fhould 
have. at leaf fo' nach \'Taſight wn the 
Law arto know howto preſerue them, * 
19 Oh thac 1 could proceed withi my 
<4 Chara&er';': or at; HJealt- 'abvuptly 
inf break (off, and ſay; Here: he. dyed, 
nel 32r-or ant of the Town and its Vires!. Bit 
deJalas, the Scene is chang'd, and here 
; B 2 We 


10 
th 


4 ThelecondSpira. 
we bring. another :Perſon upon the 
Stage, laugh'd and ridicul'd out of his 
Innocence and Vertheby new. Acquain- 
tance; and for'a long Time together 
playing the: Hypocrite;, ' aſſuming 
nnto himſelf a degree of that Pro- 
 faneneſs and Impiety he was inno- 
cent of, appearing more vile and 
baſe than he could ſuddenly bring 
himſelf to be, only: to fecure- his 
Reputation with his, Companions, 
and avoid the unecaſinefs/:of being a 
Common' Jet, But: this was not the | 
only nor chief Method 'whereby he 
was brought to his Apoſtacy, for-he 
had too much 'Judgment, and too 
welt grounded to be ſhock'd and al- 
tered with a bare Laughter, or 4 
ridiculous Grin. He would often ſay, 
<< Gentlemen, thoſe. that' pretend to 
**Reaſon. cannot be ſo bewitched 
* with the Charms: of-Mirth as to 
* think Laughing a good Argument 
<& to confute-whatever may be ſaid ; 
« if Religion. be ſo unreaſonable a 
* thing as you'd perſwade me, | by 
© kughing at it, why don't ye give 
me 


The ſecond Spira. 5 


* me, ſome fair Reaſons; againſt it? 
Hereupon ſome of the. oldeſt. ſkand- 
ing-would ſuggeſt, © That AMabomer 
&© has; more Votaries than Chriſt ; 
« Fhat that Religion is not without 
« its Martyrs and Confeſſors ; That 
& the wild Indians dare bravely dye 
& for their Religion 2: - That; there's 
© no;Nation, be it never ſo Barba- 
* rous, that gives us.not. ſome fine 
« Examples of Doing and Suffering ; 
« that. therefore its not, the Exc 
« lency; of any .one. Religion, but 
&« the Prejudices of all, that produces 
« theſe Effects : That "tis the Habit 
« and Cuſtom .of Education that 
<« creates the formidable Notions of 
&« Conſcience, Heaven, Hell, Futurity 
< 2nd the Immortality of the Soul, .all 
* which are but the politick Inven- 
« tions.of Prieſts and cunning Mar 
& giftrates, to enrich themſelves and 
« keep the Vnlgarin Awe, who arc 
© naturally Superftitious and Fzar- 
© ful: With a deal more to the 
fame purpoſe. Such Harangues as 
theſe did by little and little poyfon 


the 
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" this Principles of this poor Geaitle- 
man, andmonl# him' tao the ſame 
Leaven” 'with't ring not” only 
into the ſame Fudgment, bir liberty of 
Fr SE don ens Debnickery and Inju- 
Price, - as far as he conld act without 
the Cognizance' of the Law. It 
won't, be amiſs to-add, That this 
Gentleman was one of that ' CLU B 
which within'theſe, laft ſeven- Years 
m_, 10g ether conſtantly , .* To: lay 
4D, Rules ana Methods" as that 

hg che be critically wicked jn every 
thing that they toult, without the Laws 
raking hold of them 5; and therefore 
the Law itſelf was more particularly ex- 
_— What Fallaczes might be put 
upon it ; Where and in what Caſes it} 
id wy provide againſt unbeard of | 
Vilkanies; What Subterfuges and Eva- 
ſons there might be in its Expoſition ; 
with many more like horrid Inftances, 
which were all noted down as very uſe- 
ful Diſcoveries for the new Canajaates] 
of improved Impitty. © 


But 
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But to proceed, This Gentleman's 
Senſe and Education had furniſh'd 
him with too much Prudence to lay 
open himſelf to every Body 3; he 
commonly kept a very fair Corre- 
ſpondence with his Friends, and in 
all ſtrange Places was very ſober and 
reſery'd, Prudence obliging him 
not to diſcover all he believed, to 
every Body. Thus heliv'd ſeveral 
Years, being as ſecretly wicked as all 
Temptations, and the Advantages 
of a good Eſtate, would ſuffer him : 
But as the Wicked do not live out balf 
their Days by reaſon of their Intem- 
perance and Debaucheries, fo this 
Gentleman haſtned his diſmal Pert- 
od by the like Courſes, falling de- 
ſperately ill on the thirtieth of 
November laſt, continuing ſo till the 
elghth of this inſtant December, as 


| we faid above. 


. As ſoon as he found himſelf pre- 
cipitated by his #4 Courſes into ſuch 
a dangerous Sickneſs, he began to 
be extreamly {tartled and amazed 
at, the Apprehenſions of Death (for he 

believed: 


8 TheſetondSpira. 
believed he ſhould dye) and in ſpite 
of all he could do, he could not for- 
bear frefleding upon another Life 
and notwithſtanding all his Fortifi-© 
cations to the contrary, he could? 
not confate nor rid himſelf of theffſc 
ExpeRation of a Future Rettibuti« ſc; 
on. Being thus diftra&ted with his}, 
Diſtemper and Fears, he threw him- fc 
lf upon the Bed, and diſontied}., 
with himſelf afrer this mannier. 
Oh what's the meaning of this Tamul- 
ron War in my Breaft ? what Aron- 
men #s there now to afſift me againſt 
AMatrer of Fatt ? Do 1 affert, that 
there's vo Hell at all, and ya I fel, 
one i my Boſom ? AmT centain, that |, 
there's no Heaven, when I am ſol. 
ſorre that there's 4 Hell ? That there T. 
is no After-retributions when 1 feel « 
preſent Judgment ?* Do I affirm my 
Soul to be as Mortal as my Body ,« 
when this Lenguiſhes, and that s as 
Viporow as ever? O that any onthe 
could reftore to me my Anciem Guardl 
of Frety and. Innmocency! But it's to0 
late. ' Wretch that 1 am , whither ſhall 
Fl 


C 
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I fly from this Breaſt, or what wilt 
become of me £ 

He had no ſooner. ended, but in 
comes one of his. old Companions, ; to 
pay him, a Viſit, for: he had, heard 
Trbat' he, was not wel, © How now 
£< Brother (Qys be.) why this Me- 

* lancholy Look and Poſture, | you 
« ſrem ta be more cqncerned i 10, your 
"I<* Mind. 'than Body ? pray tell me 
cc what's tha Matter ? . The Matter ? 
*Jreplyed the Et fixing a of 
- [ebaſtly Eyes. upan, him, © *'T is. yon, 
2 | and the of my Companions, 

x: 2 have inſtil'd thoſe Principles 
"1 into.me, which, now having moſt 
7) « Mm eP them, leave. me in __— 
< i of Deſpair and Confuſion. 
Iu ahat Advice or Comfort have 
bf 7 —8 now. to. fortifie me_ againſt 
y fearful Expectations: of ano- 
y L 40g Life ? Are you, certain that 
' >I© my Soul is Material and: Mortal? 
_ 74. that. It will, diſſalve; with the 
"F< Body? Pro. ſo.certain, replyed 
r\e. other, - © that 1 venture wy 
00 Whole "upon. it. Here, þ intev- 
«© rupted 


I 


10 Thelecond Spira. 
rupted them by coming into - the 
Room, and applying my ſelf to 
the Sick Perſon, I told him, . <* That 
«1T-was a Stranger to him, Fe 
<« hearing of his Diſtemper , 
me thotpin it my 'Duty to'pay hin 
«a Viſit, and give him what'Chri- 
« ſtian Comfort and Advice I was 
«© capable of. I Thank you, replyed 
© the Sick Perſon, and would deſire 
*'you then to engage that Gentle- 
** man that fits there (meaning his 
Friend) © and'prove unto him that 
*< the Soul is not Matter, nor Mors-f| 
& tal. | *That the Soul 'is not Mart-f 
«ter (faid I ) Deſcartes has prov'd[ « 
« in his Method, by ſhewing that « 
© the Soul 15 independent of Matrter.ſ| « 
£ 
c 
4 


© That Matter itſelf cannot think, 
<« neither in theWhole nor its Parts, 
«is evident enough from Mr. Lock 
of HUMAN UNDERH: 
«STANDING. But after allſ« 
© we perhaps can beſt prove it thus; « 
© Matter is by. every, Philoſopher 
« eranted to be-in its own Nature 
* * indifferent to Motion or Reſt: 
, cc That 
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Thar if it be in Reſt, it will lye 
eternally ſo, unleſs ſomething 
elſe moves it 3 and that if any 
thing puts it in Motion, it will 
eternally more, were it not for 
the Oppoſition of other Matter 
which clogs and retards its Mo- 
tion. But thoſe that would 
have the Soul to be a pure fine 
Matter , ſay , that it firſt moves 
the Animal Spirits, they the 
Nerves, and theſe a Leg, an 
Arm , ©&c. mechanically, as 
Matter moves Matter. Now thoſe 
that make the Soul the firſt Agent 
and Mover, make Matter to move 
itſelf, which is impoſlible, accord- 
ing to the above-cited Theſis , 
which will have Matter to reſt 
eternally, unleſs it be moved by 
ſomething. But the Soul does move 
the Body independent of Matter, 
and Matter cannot move unleſs it 
be firſt moved: Therefore the Soul 
Is not Matter, and conſequently 
not periſhable by Acrrition, Tran- 
ſmutation, &©c. Bur, Gentlemen, 
C « ad. 
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<«added1, 1 hope there's no needff}' 
<.of a LeQure of this Nature to 
<« either of you; for you look like 
«Creatures that have a ſhare in 
«Human Nature, which has the 
<Doqrin of the Immortality of 
« the Soul innate with it. The ſick 
Perſon made no other Anſwer than 
a diſmal Groan, as if his Heart had 
broke, and his Friend alfo made haſte 
out of the Room, without bidding 
us God b we, I was ſurprized at 
fuch an Effect, and defired the fickÞ 
Party to know the Reaſon of his 
Diſcontent, offering my Aſliſtance 
to rerwove it, if poſſible, by Coun- 
ſel, Prayers, Advice, or any way 
that lay in my Power. 

« Alas, Sir, replyed he, you've 
« undeceiv'd me, now its too late ; 
<« ] was 'afraid of nothing fo-much 
£25 the Immortality of my. Soul ; 
< now you have afſured me © 
<'that you have aſcertained me '© 
**u 'tieſl, of a fearful ExpeQaation 
-© of Jadgment, of a Portton among 
| ©* thoſe 
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© thoſe that have apoſtatiz'd from 
« their. Religion , of the Lot of 
<* Atheiſts, and Denyers of Chriſt : 

© You have now ſealed my Damna- 
* tion, by giving mean Earneſt of 
« 1t,l mean an awakenedConſctence, 
« that brings my Sins into my Re- 
© membrance , reckoning up the: 
« zumerous Catalogue for which 1 
«muſt go and give an Account. 
© Oh Apoſtate Wretch, from how 
«great Hopes am I. fallen ! Ol that 
& | had never known what Religion 


; 66 ** had been, then had I never de» 


*ny'd my Saviour, nor been fo black 
«an Heir of Perdition.' I was fo 
ſaxprized at ſuch kind of Expreſſi- 
ons that I ſtood ſpeechleſs for a 
conſiderable Time, for having re- 
ceived the Character of a Perſon 
that had imbibed ſome atherſtical 
Principles; I little expected ſuch-a de- 
ſperateChange, but rather that I ſhould 
have an hard Task of it to make him 
conſider ſeriouſly of a future 
Life: But ſo ſoon as I could re- 
collect my- felf,, I ſaid, Sir, I-would 

G2 delire 
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deſire you to take heed how you 
violate the Mercy of God, and 
think ſo ſlightly of the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, as if they were not 
ſufficient for the Redemption of the 
greateft Sinner. This may be a De- 
Infion of the Devil, who would 
now - hinder you from Repentance 
and Faith in Chriſt. I hope, if 1 
have convinc'd you of the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, 'tis to a good 
End ; for the way to cure a Diſtem- 
per is firſt to know it ; if you had 
diced ignorant of it, you had been 
miſerably -yndecived in another 
World, whereas knowing it now, 


you have an Opportunity and ſome 


time left to prepare for your wel- 
fare. To which he repli'd, 

« As to the Mercy of God, in 
&« Chriſt, I once knew and taſted 
© what they are, Which is now 
« part of my Curſe, in that ] am 
<« more ſenſible of the loſs of them. 
* They are, I will grant you, ſuf- 
< ficient to, thoſe that. have any 
* ſhare {jin them 3, but what's that 
| | CC Lo. 
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«to me, who have denied Chriſt ? 
* Who have daily Crucihed him 
&« afreſh, and put him to open ſhame ? 
« The - Devil has' nothing to do 
'< with the Torture I undergo; - *tis 
«© no Deluſion: of his, but the: juſt 
« Jadgment of God upon me ; and 
« your Convictions are alſo part of 
« my heavy Judgment, In that you 
*« have given. me a ſenſible Horror 
« of my Sin, : by proving my [Soul 
«© Immortal, whereas had I gone 
&«. ſtreight, to. Hell' in my_ old: Dam- 
** nable Opinions , -I had endured 
© but one: Hell; whereas I now feel 
«two: I mean not only an inex- 
66 vreſlible Torture: which I carry 

«in my Breaſt , . but an Expeca- 
« tion : of. 1 know. not what, a 
&© Change. Oh that 1 were in Hell, 
* that I might feel the' worlſt '! 
« And -yet , þ dread. to Die, be- 
© cauſe that worſt will never have an 
" endc:. -- 

All that he ſpoke , was with! an 
Air of ſuch hyrror.and eagernels, as 
can ſcarce be imagined ; indeed it 

C 3 had 
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had Gach Effects wpon mehat 1:.knew 
not whatto anſwer : {trembled at 
the'Fodpment of, and1iremember 1Þ* 
wiſht'within my ſelf that one or two © 
of the looſes i ol ww the Ave had * 
ae AYE ivexith lieving #twvonld'N*< 
Aave: pit a ſbop+ +6 their, impiety : | < 
The Gentleman was gotto Bed, re- |< 
foling all Suſtenance, and fweuting |< 
throuph Violence of his Torments, | © 
in the moſt prodigious manger that ſ* 
ever law or heard: of. As foon as © 
. He was pot: to Bed, {deſired to pray [* 
by. hit before F took my Leave, 
which With much Reliance con-J © 
fented its; Js the mitt of Prayer tiefs 
| Breen extreamly, 'tolling-and rarn-| y 
ng himfelf as #f he had been'under 
the deepelt Aromes of Dearh : When 
Prayer was over, I askK'd him how/he fo 
did, 'and why. he groaned afcer $uch}o 
a'rate*' 4h Prayer-time ? 'To which}! 
he anſwered, As the Damned 'in d 
*©Hel,. which life up their Eyes-in{Þn 
* Torments , and bebold afar off C 
«© the Saints in-Abrabam's Boſfome, | 4 
66+ have: their: TJorments- thereby 16; 
,» doubly; 
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B< doubly enhanfed, firſt by refl:Q- 


6c 4 


ng on their own-Mtfery, and then 
< taking a'proſpe&t of the Reatafick 


<< Viſion they have loſtzeven To,L,who 
B*< know my ſelf to be hardned, and 
'|<* ſealed unto Damnation, hearing. 
|< the Prayers of the Righteous, | to: 
-** which God Almighty's Ears are 
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but rather that he ſhould turn from bus 


I<© always open, granting'their Re- 
Sg queſts , this encreafes .my Tor- 
#** ments, to think how Tram (exclty 
1 ded from ſuch a'priviledg;andkave 


«no other Portion left me, but Bla 


$*© /pheming, Weeping, and Watling, and 
| * Gnaſhing of Teeth, for ever. Pray. 
ISir, ſaid 1, -Gonfider,. that there's an 
-] vaſt deal of difference betwixt yau 


and thoſe that are in Hell ; they are 
loft irrevocably for evet-moregwith- 


foot any. opportunity of Reprieve,- 
{or hopes of Pardon ; but'you arc yet 
Jalive, \and have Promiſes belonging 


to -yOU In congmMan, with other Sin- 


4Jners ;; Chriit aed for Sinners, and: 


God ihath Sworn by bimadalf,, that he 
athghts not in the Death vf F] dSinwer., 


Wicked-: 
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Wickednefs and Live, ana that at 
what time. ſoever a' Sinner returneth 
from the Evil. of bis Ways , he ſhall 
receive Pardon. ©: To which he re: 
ply'd with his | uſual earneſtneſs | 
<1]. grant you as {much difference 
&< hetwixt me and thoſe that are in 
« FHell,as betwixt a Common Devil, 
& 2nd a Devil Incarnate. If thefe 
care irrevocably loſt: without op: 
<« nortunity of Reprieve,or hopes of 
& Pardon, and I am yet alive, what 
«thet'? -- what's the: Conſequence ? 
«not that the Promiſes belong to 
& me in common. with other Sinners; 
& nor-to any: Sinners but ſuch as Re- 
& rent and Believe: If Chriſt dy'd for 
& Sinners, *tis for ſuch as Repent and 
« Believe ;- but. tho' would, I can 
© qo neither, I have ontitond my 
« Day of /Grace, and am hardned, 
« 2nd / turned Reprobate TR | Goa 
«delights not ts the Death of . Sinners, 
«tis of ſuch:Sinners as repent/and 
© return unto: him ; +bnt” his JuſticeF« 
&« will vindicate it {elf npon {ſuch obs» 
«ſtinate perverſe Sinners as I, who 
WENN 23.0aV6 
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© have deny'd his Power and Provt- 
* dence both in my Words and Acti- 
© ons, and now he has met with me 
*forit;z and oh "15s a fearful thing 
© to fall into the hands of the living 
© God. If God was not againſt me, 
© I ſhould not value it, tho' all the 
© Legions of Hell engaged me, tho? 
© all the Power and Malice of Men 
* joined In one Complicated Body to 
© ſtudy and exerciſe the utmoſt Bar- 
* bartties that Fleſh and Blood could 
* inflict upon me 3 but when an An- 
* gry Irreconcilable God looks up- 
© on his Creature in Wrath, and 
SF configns him over to his Eternal 
--F* Vengeance and Fury, this is into» 
TF lerable, inexpreflibly, affliting, 
aF* and grievous : Ah who can dwell in 
NF everlaſting Burnings ? Oh ye that 
JF have any hope, and have not yet 
1,F* paſt your Day of Grace, Cry 
\aF* mightily to God, Day and Night ; 
5,Ff* think no labour too much which 

ſecures you from the Wrath of 
© God : Oh who can ſtand before 
* him when heis Angry, what mn 
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«ble can reſiſt ſuch a Conſuminy 
« Fire ? This, and more to th 
ſame purpoſe, he ſpake with ſo deep 
a Concern, the Tears trickling a 
the while down his Cheeks, that ni 
Body in the”Room could refrain 
Keeping, which he perceiving ſaid, 

Md'can ye Weep at the image and 


"bare relation of the effects of God: 


«Wrath, what then-do you think! 
&« ſuffer, who actually he under tht 
&« very weight of his Fury * Refrai 
«your Tears for me, tis in vain: 
« Pity is no Debt to. me, nothing 


W* fo proper for me as ſome Courk 
& co compleat my Miſery, and fret 
< me from the Torments of my Ex 


<-peftation. - Here: he 'pans'd a lit 
tle, when looking towards the Fire 
he faid, Oh thar I was to he anc 
©© broil upon that Fire for a Hundret 


« Thouſand Years to purchaſe thi 


« Favour of God, and be Reconcl 
< led to-him again. But 'tis a fruit 
<lefs vam Wiſh, Millions of Milli 
** ons of Years will bring me n 


« nearer the ends of my Torture 


* that 
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« than one Poor Hour. O Eternity, 
&« Eternity, who can diſcover the 
&« Abyſs of Eternity ; who can pro- 
” ly Paraphraſe upon the Words 
« for Ever and Ever ! 

I conld not forbear reflecting on 
that paſlage of broiling upon the Fire 
a Hundred Thouſand Years to purchaſe 
the Favour of God, and'be again Ree 
conciled to him, how unproportiona= 
"Ef ble was this Poor Man's Concern to 
"El that of the Common Practice of the 
World, a great part of which will 
allow no time in Days, Weeks, 
Years , to ſeek the Face and Favour 
of God? And amongſt thoſe that pre- 
tend to Religion ? How cooly and in- 
differently do they ſpend that time 
they ſet apart for Private or Pub- 
lick Devotion, Were they ſenſible 
but for one Minute of what this 
Wretched Perſon endured, what a 
Spur would 1t be to their Devotion, and 
how careful would they be to make 
their Calling and ElefHon ſure, how 
fearful, leſt having a Promiſe made 
them of entring into Rell, ny of 
L em 
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them ſhould fall ſhort through n nbe 
lief, and ſo be fruſtrated of their 
ſhare and hopes of that Glory which 
is to be revealed ? 

It began to grow late, ſo I took 
my leave of him for that Night, 
promiling to renew my Viſit, ( if 
it pleaſed God, ) the next Day, 
when I fonnd him ſtil] in the ſame 
Condirion, as to his Mind ; but his 
Body was much weakned by his-con- 
tinual Sweats, cauſed by the Agonies 
he lay under. I found Thr:e. or 
Four Divines with him who had been 
at Prayer,which they told me. had the 
fame uneaſie eftect upon him, as wien 
I Prayed with him the Night before. 
One of the Divines deſired him to 
conſider the Example of St. Peter, 
who had denied his Maſter with 
Oaths and Curſes, and yet was re- 


ceived again into his Favour. To 
which he reply'd, ( officiouſly a 
gain{t himſelf, as he had done all th 
Day betore, ) - *© *Tis true, St. Pete 
«did deny his Maſter, as I hav 
* done, but what then ? his _—_ 
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* had Prayed for him, that his Faith 
* ſhould not fail, and being willing 
* that he ſhould Repent, he look'd 
© him into a Repentance, and afſliſt- 
© ed him by his Holy Spirit to per- 
fect it ; now if Chriſt would aſ- 
{iſt me to Repent, I ſhould do ſo 
too, but he hath juſtly withdrawn 
his Interceſſions from me : I have /o 
often Crucified him a freſh, and 


is 


<->: © 


| © put him to open ſhame, ſo often 


« grieved that Holy Spirit, that God 
© has taken it away from me, and in 
© the room thereof has left me the 
© Spirit of Impenitence and Repro- 
© bation, and given me a certain 
© Earneſt of a fearful Inheritance in 
* another Life. | 

He ſpake little more that Day, for 
a deal of Company preſling in, it 
became troubleſome to him, and to- 
wards Night Orders were taken for 
the avoiding ſuch an Inconvenience. 
There were four more Divines in 
the Room beſides, at fix a Clock 
weall look*d upon one another, not 
knowing what courſe to take, no 
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Text being offered in his favour, but 
what he readily turned another way ; 
whilſt we were thus Mnſing, he Cry- 
ed out in a vehement afte&ting Paſli- 
on, © How long, oh Lord! ſhall 
* thy Wrath burn for ever againſt 
'< me, ſhall thy Eternal Juſtice for 
© everexact upon a poor deſpicable 
© Worm ? What is my Value or 
© Worth that thou ſhoutdſt pour 
< out full Vials of Wrath upon me ? 
© Oh that thou wouldit let go thy 
© Hand, for ever forget me, and let 
© me fall into my firſt nothingneſs 
* again; as my Righteoufneſs could 
* have profited thee nothing, ſo 
© my Impieties have done thee no 
© hurt, therefore Annitilate me, and 
© let me Periſh to nothing ; be not 
© Angatewith me that 1 thus Expo- 
© ſtulate with thee ; ?twill be but a 
© little time but thy Wrath will 
© force the Dreadfulleſt Blaſphemies 
© from me, except thon prevent 
©them; Oh that thou wouldlt take 
away Mmy:Being, and my Miſery; 
* neither of them can add to, -or di- 

. © miniſh 
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miniſh from thy Happineſs, there- 
tore let them both ceaſe, and let 
my Name be known no more ; of 
if I mult fill be, and be Immor- 
tal, and thou wilt Puniſh me, be- 
cauſe I have Deſpiſed thee, let it 
ſuiice to be a Privation of thy 
Self, and let me paſs my Eternity 
* 1 a Dream, without ever being. 
awakned by the pangs. of Tor- 


( 


»F ment, without ever being di- 
, ſturbed by the Gnawing of the 
: & Worm that Dies nor. But Oh what 
; © fruitleſs Defires' are theſe, for T 
1 F am Expoſtulating with a God that 
> © has cloſed his Ears, and will not 
o | hear, with a God that has for ever 
4 | ſhut: out my Prayers, and only 
t | protracts my Breath a little longer 
z- | to be an Example unto. others 7? 
a | Oh ye Rocks and Mountains, that 
1 | ye would hide me from the pre- 
es | ſence of an Incenſed- God !- But 
at | there's no flying from his preſence, 
ce | what he has begun he will finiſh, 
[he will extend his Wrath againſt 
li- | me for ever and ever. Here ſome. 
hh D3 Body 
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Body knocked at the Door, and it 
proved to be a Penny-Poſt-Man 
with a Letter to this Gentleman ; 
which being told him, * How 
© (fays he) a Letter for me ? Alit- 
© tle longer, and I expect another 
ſort of a Meſſenger, 1am (added 
he) very quickly to give up my 
Accounts of every ſecret Action 
that I have done, and I have a 
© mind to make an Experiment of 
© ſomething of the ſame Nature, to 
* ſee how Ican bearit ; and looking 
£ about the Room he eſpy*d me; 
* pray Sir, ſaid he, do me the fa- 
© your as to open and read this Let- 
© ter, the Contents I know not, 
* but ſuſpe@R it to come from ſome 
© of my old Acquaintance. I det 
red to be excuſed, alledging, that 
poſſibly there might be ſomething in 
it that- might be improper to dl 
vulge. © Nothing , nothing, 1& 
© ply'd he, can affet me now ;| 
© have no Honour, no Reputation, 
© and what's yet worſe, no Heave! 
© to loſe, by this or any other AQ}, 
* there 
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« therefore pray Sir ' oþlige me, or I 
« muſt trouble ſome Body elſe. Up- 
'E on this | broke open the Letter, de-' 
figning firſt to take a Curſory, View: 
of it, and then. to proceed, or de- 
fiſt, according as I found the, Con- 
tents, which upon peruſal, I thought 
JT not impertinent to the preſent Caſe, 
and therefore-Read as follows, '. 


Deareſt Sir-, (os BOLLBASH vs V1 
J Naer ft anding you are fallen dan- 
JL gerouſly "ill, and that jt . had 4 
's Melancholy  Effett upon you, T could 
not, ( conſidering our- ftrifter Friends 
ſhip ) but endeavour at leaſt the remo- 
"1 wal of thoſe Evils your Mind may lie 
under, which perhaps is an Office no leſs 


; grateful, than making your Body Souna 
a and V1gorous. Sickneſs aud Death are 


the common Lot of Mankind, and to 
Repine and Grieve at the bearing of this 
Lot, is to Combat the Laws of Nature, 
and Figut againſt Impoſſibilties what 
Wiſe Man Repines at the Heat in Sum- 
mer, or Cold in Wivter,. or troubles 
bimſelf, that the Sun ever goes out of 
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our Hemiſphere all. the Night-time ? a 
eommon Evil: that every Body bears , 
ecaſes to be an Evil, becauſe there's no. 
ene has a better Fortune 10 compare with 
it, and without compariſon, nothing can. 
be ſaid to be better or,worſe;;, thus. alſo, 
a Good mage common Palls into Indiffe- 
rency from the ſame Reaſons. But per- 
baps Your Melancholy ſuggeſts unto you, 
that tis a diſmal thing to Launch out 
into an unknown Abyſs, to be you: know 
not where, nor what. 1 Anſwer, I 
dream ſometimes of frightfal _ things , 
and the Idea's that I haveof them, im- 
oreſs as afflicting Reſentments upon my 
Spirits, as if they were real, but when 
T awake all vaniſhes. Thus, if we will 
examine Death, and its ſuppoſed Conſe- 
quences, by the Prejndices of a Melan- 
choly and Diſtrattea Brain, we may be 
Miſerable, proportionable to the heighth 
of our Folly; but if by our Reaſon we 
take a View of theſe Formidable Mon- 
ſters, they grow tame and familiar to 
5. 1 would demand of him that asks 
me , What Eſtate I (hall be in after 
Death, What Eſtate he was in before 
Life ? 


ſerable before I commencea 
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Life ? , Pain and Pleaſure will leave 
their Impreſſions upon. a Human Spirit ;., 
1s asnatural as Wax to receive the Im- 
preſſion of that Seal by which it # Sealed. 
Therefore if. I was either H, HP) or Wm 

umanity, [ 


muſt: ſtill retain ſome Impreſſion of it, 
but 1 now dv neither, therefore ſhall do 


neither hereafter. I came out of a 
State.of Nothingneſs, and ſhall return 
into the ſame again; as the Flame. of an 
extinguzſhed C andle diſſolves and loſeth it 
ſelf in the Circumambient Air, even ſo 
the Taper of Life waniſhes into pure 
e/Ether, and 1 n0 more, when the Laws 
of the Union of the Soul and Body are 
violated and broken. Death it ſelf 15 
nothing ; and after Death there's n0- 
thing, and why ſhould I be afraid of 
nothing * Take Conrage, Man, and 
either Die like your ſelf , Maſter of 


your Fate and Happineſs, ſo long as it is 
to be kept ;, or Recover,” and Live Wor- 


thy the Charafter of a Perſon that knows 
how either to Live, or Die. So wiſhes 
Your real Friend and Servant, 


A.B. 
I 
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I had no ſooner read this' Letter 
throngh, but he ſarpriz?d us all with 
repeated difmal Groans , as if bts 
Soul had been ſtruglin gunder the laft 
Throws of Separation: We rhopght 
it 'not convenient to preſs far the 
Reafon' of it, conſidering that' Hn-: 
man Nature feels, or at leaſtſyp- 
poſes an Eaſe by complaining of the 
Evil it fuffers, and 1t- happened ac-" 
cording 'to our ExpeRtations, for at. 
length he broke out into rheſe affict-' 
ing Imprecations : * Curſed be the 
© Day wherein T commenced ſuch'a 
© fatal Friendſhip : . Oh unhappy 
© Time , when hrſt I imbib'd Rſs 
© Atheiſtical Principles ! When firſt 
© Texchanged the Chriſtian Faith for 
: ' the Creed of Spin0z4 and the Levia- 

© than! When firſt I relinquiſh'd 

Call reveal'd Religion for the arab 

© one, and the la for none at all. 
When cafting his Eyes upon me, he 
Rid , ©1 am not able to write an 
© Anſwer to that Letter, though [ 
© earneſtly deſire there ſhould be one, 
nor 1S1t worth my while to get an 
, Emas- 
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© Emanuenſis for that purpoſe, for l 
* ſuppoſe I ſhall have no occaſion to 
* write any more. Im alſo ſenſible 
*that you miglt be better able to 
*anſ{wer ſ{ucha Letter than I, and yet 
* my preſent Circumſtances are ſuch 
© (1 being not only a Party, but the 
© diſmal ſubject a Matter my ſelf) that 
© what comes frem me may make a 
© deeper impreſſion upon the Spirit 
© of my Friend, than what comes 
© from a ſtrange Hand ; therefore 
© you will oblige me, if you will 
© only lend me your Hand, and kt 
© meditate; which I freely offering, 
he ordered a Chair to be ſet on the. 
other Side of the Bed, thinking 1t 
convenient to be as ſecret and free 
from Noiſe and Diverſion as poſſibly 
he could : And then he proceeded. 


SIR, 
BJ not able to uſe my own, 1 


have borrowed another Hand to 
anſmer yours, poſſibly 7 may ſubſcribe 
my ſelf. Yon ſay well, Its a gratefuller 


Offic? 
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Office to endeavour to remove the Evil, 
of the Min4 than of the Boay. What 
you urge of, the common Lot of Man- 
kind, as D:atn and Sickneſs: I could 
nsjh it were my Caſe, bnt mine alas is 
a diſcovery that I pay dearly for, VIZ. 
Th: Deſpair and Hell is the common bt 
of "Atheiſts, Now yow A-guments 
Cannot reach my Caſe, unleſs you (irt 
prove that Atheiſm is as inevitable as 
Death and Sickneſs, and th:.t therefore 
the effetts of it are to be born patiently, 
nleſs a Man will combat Neceſſity and 
fight againft the Laws of Fate. Your 
way of arguing is ſuch as I have usd 
my: ſelf formerly; and_ F canmet but 
worrder now bow I could think; it conclu- 
ffve : Perhaps 4 never inderd thought 
of that, but was pleaſed with it, b:cauſe 
I wiſWd it to be true, and becauſe I ſaw 


it my Intereſt that it ſhould be ſo. If 


you pleaſe Pl jul make a Refle- 
FFion or two upon what you bayve. writ, 
andthen give you my Sentiments of the 
whole matter. | Yon' fay, That if we 
examine Death' and its ſuppoſed Conſe- 
quences by our Reaſon, thoſe formidable 
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Monſtcrs grow tame and familiar : 1f 
by our Reaſen you mean tither the pecu- 
liar Crced of Atheiſts, or the common 
Reaſon of Fliman Nature; I am ſure 
thoſe Monſicrs mill be leſs tame and fa- 
miliar the more you think of them, for 
fince no Reaſon diſcovers what an unex- 
pericnc'a death is, or the unknown change 
conſequent thereupon, how can we judg 
of things that we know not ! Reaſon 
as lows as you pleaſe upon things that 
you are ignorant of, and at laſt you 
wil be as far from Truth and Satisfa- 
Hon, if tot farther, than when you 
fir## began, hke him that demanded 
a conſiderable Time to tell what God 
was ; and when that was expircd he 
demanded yet a greater , and bei 

ask'd why he did ſo, he replyed, the 
more he thought, the leſs he knew of 
him. Jt might have been rctorted on 
lim, though the ſame Hiſtory gives no 
account of uu; Why then aid be. petition 
or means of greater Igngrance and Con- 
afion ? Your Argument 15 cxtream 
eak about a pre-exiſtent aud future 
rate; VIZ. I retain 10 smpreſſion of 
A94I49-7 | Hap- 
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Happineſs or Miſery that 1 had in a 
pre-exiftent State, therefore ſhall retain 
none in 4 future State, How that's 4 
conſequence in any Rules of Logick I ſee 
not, Next, you wonld have me believe 
por pour bare Word, That Death 
is nothing, and that aſter Death there's 
nothing, Pray how as you know either, 
having not yet tryed ? there are a great 
many that ſay the contrary. 1 have 0n- 
ly concerned my ſelf as to the rationality 
of your Letter, that I might induce you to 
believe I am not melancholy, diftraFed, 
or prejudic'd in my | eaſcn, and I would 
aefrre you to believe it, That what 1 
am going to ſay may not have the leſs 
creait, becauſe it comes from one under 
my circumstances ; Its Truth, and whe- 
ther you will believe me or ne, you will 
at laſt find it to be ſo. 

Here he groan'd , and deſired a 
little intermiſſion , being not only 
weary with repeating ſo much, but 
at preſent dejeted and confuſed witt 
the unhappy Truths he was about to 
tell his Friend, and ſo he reſted him 
ſelf for about half an Hour ; when 


calling 
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calling to me again, he deſired we 


might proceed: Which we did as 
follows, 

If I conld force you t0 believe me 
] would; all I can ao is to deal with.you 
as a reaſonable Creature, by opening my 
Breaft to you, and then leaving you at 
your liberty to at as you pleaſe. Whilſt 
we are in Health and Buſineſs we may 
ſeem to ath contrary to onr Tautentions, 
and plead for things we believe not; but 
when-we come to dye the Vizard is rakes 
off, and the Man appears as he is, oper 
and plain. This 1s my Condition 
therefore 1 can have neither Intereſt nor 
any other Motive in impoſs ng upon my 
Friends. 

Religion ( I mean the Chriſtian ) is 
r0 fictitions Impoſture, Heaven and. Helt 
are real, and the immortality of theSoil is 
as certain as the exiſtence of ' tbe Body ; 
for a Time . we have officionſly deluded 
and cheated one another of our Religions 
and Happineſs, and God, who'"will: not 
always. be acſpiſed by bis Creatures with- 
out” taking notice of i, haz choſen '11e 

ONt 45 an example t0' you all, 'and as a 
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Warning tothe lazy indifferentC briftian: 
But who, alas, can write their awn Tra- 
gedy withons Tears, or copy ont the Seal 
of their Damnation, Without the extre- 
mity of Horror ? That there's a God 
1 know, becauſe 1 continually feel. the 
effefts,of bis Wrath : That there's a 
Hell, I am 4s certain, having received 
the carneft of my Inheritance there, in 
my Breaft, where my. Tortures are 
infinitely ſhort of any Expreſſion : That 
there's « natural Conſcience, which is 
zoe the effet of a prejudiced Education, 
I now feel with Horror and Amaze- 
ment, being continually upbraided by it 
with the Regiftry of my Impicties, and 
a bringing of all my Sins freſh into my 
remembrance; why God has markt me 
ont for an. exumple of his Wrath and 
Fengearse. rather than you, or avy of 
our Hcquaintance, 1 preſume ts, becauſe 
I am the greateſs Apoſtate, having been 
more religionſly educated then any of 
you, and therefore done greater deſpite 
ms. the. Spirit. of Grace, and, been the | 
greateſt Scaudal io Religion. Ob mbet 
4. prafumptuons, egregious pirce of "_ 
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1 # for Duſt and Afprs mo conrewnd with 
their Creator , tv queſtion (his Fufice, 
his Power, mey his very Being, when at 
the fame Tine withous this rafinje e wiſe 
Gea, every ſuch vile Wrerch would wn- 
mediarely fall mto its Chaos again, be- 
ing not able to exi/t one moment without 
him ? What a vile ingratitude 3s # ſcur- 

rilonſl to refleft upon the Chriſtian Reti- 
, When the Author of it dyeat t0 ve- 
Code fach Refleftors to himfetft Anil of 
after all that be has dome and fuffered 


t0 make ſuch Fools es tbey will fegil 
7 him and deſpiſe t s of hots 
Redemption, what can be wn, but 


that thu Interceſſor become an angry 
TFudg aud confirm bes Enemies over to 
the Reward of their Demerns ? Dow't 
miſtake yoar ſelf, its not a light Aat- 
ter t0 queſtion and contend with the God 
of Nature, to abuſe Religion and deny 
the Anthor of it, and what 5s yet the 
wor#t of all, to apoſtatize and leave the 
way of Righteouſneſs, as I have done ; 
behold, God hath met with me for it , 
after a long Forbearance of ſeveral Tears 
in mueterate Impiety and Prof aneneſs.- 

E 2 Let 
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Let me intreat you, by my\ Example, | 
t0 leave off your Sins by Repemance ;, who | 
knoweth but God may yet recerve. you, | 
and by me preach ſuch a Lefture as | 
way ſhop you in your Courſe of Wicked- 
neſs ? I ſpeak not this out of any Love | 
to Vertne or Hatred of Vice, for I am 
hardned and impenitently reprobate, only } 
berem I imitate Dives, who was unwil- 
ling bis Brethren ſhould come into the 
fame place of Torment with him : Make 
what uſe you pleaſe of this, only remem- 
ber that if it does not reclaim you, it 
will double your Condemnation, and en- 
hance your Guilt, poſſivly to be over= 
taken in tir preſent World 44 I am, 
with ihe jubt Judgment of God ;, if not, 
be ſare you will be light on hereafter : 
Which is all, and 1 wiſh I conld ſay 
enough, From © 


Yours, &«. 


As foon 


ON 
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As ſoon as he ſubſcribed his'Name 
and the Letter was ſcaled, be defi- 
red a Porter mi becalled and ſent, 
for fear of a Miſcarriage 'z which 
was done C:xoillngdy And the Night 
being far worn, we all took our 
Leaves and left him , wiſhing him 
good Relt anda happier, Condition 
the next Day : To which he replyed, 
* Gentlemen, I thank you, but my 
, ' Happineſs 1 is at an end, and as for 

* my Reit to Night, all the Eafe I 
* expect will be in wiſhing for the 
© Day, as in the Day-time I wiſh for 
© the Night; thns fpcading the little 
© remainder of my miſerable. Mo- 
© ments in a fearful expeAartion' bf 
© my Dillolution, and the diſmab 
* Account | 4m to make npon it.,-Bnt 
* Gentlemen a good Night to 'you, 
* and remember my Example. [0-C0N - 


' © firm yon in that Religion . } have 


© GHOWRed, that ye may ſtand more 

© cautiouſly by my Fall, agd ſecure 

© the Happineſs I have forfeited,” 

The-next day came ſeverabof his 

Friends out of the Conntry, having 
E 3 had - 
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had an account of his Sickneſs and 
Diſtrattions. When they came into |} 
the Room, one of them applyed I} 
himſelf to him, telling him, That Þ * 
he and ſeveral more of his Relations || « 
were come on purpole to Town to || « 
fee him, and were extream ſorry to || \ 
find him in ſuch a weak Condition 
as he appeared ( for now he was al- | | 
moſt nothing but Skin and Bones,the | - 
Agontes that he lay under doing the 
Otfhce of the quickeſt Conſumption.) 
To which he anſwered, © lam ob- 
*liged, out of common Civillity.,, to 
*thank you all ; but who are my Re- 
lations? Onr Saviour faid, That 
*ſach only as did the Will of his 
© Heavenly Father were his Relatt- 
©ons : I may alfo properly ſay, 
© That none but the Atheiſt, the Re- 
* probate , and all ſuch as do the 
© Work of the Devil are my Rela- 
*t10ns ; this little Tye of Fleſh and 
* Blood will be diſſoly'd in a Moment, 
© but the Relation I have to the dam- 
* fame is permanent and laſting, the 
*ned Lot, the {ame Place of Tor- 
___ *® ments; 
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© ments, the ſame Exerciſes of Bla- 
; ſphemy, and the fame Eternity of 
© Horror will be common'to us all ; 
* ſo that ſimilitude of Forments, 
* Place and Duration will joyn us in 

©a very ſtrict Union. His Friends, 
who had only had ſome Report of a 
kind of DiſtraQtion, were ſurpr ized 
to hear him deliver himſelf in ſuck 
Terms,and began to enquire of ſome 
of us what was the matter that he 
talked at ſuch a rate; who replied, 
We could wiſh it Were Frenzy or 
Diſtraction, but we were afraid of a 
much ſadder Cauſe, viz. the Senſe of 
Hell, and God's Wrath upon him, 
which was ſo violent as to drive him 
into Deſpair, and the utmoſt Ago» 
nizs and Horror of Mind, begging, 
if it might pleaſe God,the caſe mig ht 
be altered before his Death, which 
they were ſure could not be far off, 
if he proceeded as he had begun, 
He hearing them whiſper, and ima- 
gining the Cauſe of .jt, called them 
all unto him, and faid ; © You 'may 


i 


* ;3maginme diſtracted or melancholy, FR 
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© 1 wiſh I were Either ; but it's part 
© of my Judgment,rthat 1am nor ; no, 
© my Apprehenſion of Perſons and 
©Things is rather more vigorous and 
quick than it was when I was in 
©rerfeAtHealth : And it is my Curſe, 
tbecauſe I am thereby more ſenſible 
© of my Unhappineſs and the Condi- 
© tion I am fallen into. Would you 
© he informed why I am become a 
© Skeleton in three or four Days ? 
© Why, my Grief. does continually 
© extort ſome unhappy Expreſſions 
© from me: Know then that I have 
© finned againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
© done defvite to the Spirit of Grace, 
© that | have deſpiſed my Maker, and 
© denied my Redeemer; that in 


© ſhort I have apoſtatized from the | 


© Chriſtian Religion, and joined my 


* felf to the Atheiſt and Prephane, | 
e 2nd continned this Courſe under | 


© many Convittions, till my Injqui- 
© ty was tipe for Vengeance, and the 
© juſt Judgment®of God overtook me, 
© when. fy Security wasthe greateſt 
© and the Checks of my Conſcience 


© the 
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* the leaft. Since I denied that Sal- 
* vation that. comes by Chriſt Jeſus, 
"there is no other Mediator or Inter- 
*ceſlor for Sinners ; if there be, 
*who is he that can redeem my Soul 
"from Hell, or give a Ranſom for 
* my Life? No, no, the Scripture 
*1s certainly true, and that ſays, 
* That if we ſin wilfully, after we have 
* received the Knowleag of the Inch, 
"there remaineth no more Sacrifice for 
* Sin, but a fearful looking for of Tudf - 
* mend, and ficry Indignation , which 
* ſhall conſume the Adverſary, There 
fremaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, 
that's the Wound that pierces my 
*Sonl: Chriſt Jeſus was the only 
* explatory Sacrifice for Sinners thar 
*God would accept of ; and TI not 
* accepting (I would fay, ) and 11 


| © deſpiſing this, there now re- 
| © mains no other for me to accept 
| * of, no other to make an At- 


* tonement and SatisfaQion ' for 
* me, There's no other Name un- 
* der Heaven given whereby we may be 
* ſaved, but by the Name of Teſwus ; 


© and 
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* and *tis this Jeſus that I have R 
< proached, Ridiculed, and Abufſet 
© in his Members here; nor 1s thi 
© all, I have not been cantent toq 
« this my felf, but by my Examph 
* have induced others to do thi 
© fame. Methinks your Breaſts ar 
© all open to me, and in the midſt « 
© your Pity and Surprizals, yc 
© wonld bid me Hope, Believe, an 
© Return and Supplicate that Merc 
© I have abuſed ; that Jeſus came t 
ave Sinners, and to bring them tt 
© Repentance, with other things c 
© this nature. I know that the 
* are your thoughts, and by menti 
© oning them I have ſaved you t 
© Labour: Alas, how fain would 
© Fope and Believe ! Can a Man | 
© Torments not deſire to be free 
* from them ? No, afſnre your ſelyz 
© I would upon any Terms, but 
* Diſpleaſure and Wrath of God 
© obltraft the Power of Hopiny 
* and Believing ; end thongh | 
* would, I can do neither, nor dc 
© I know what forme Divines mean 


* that 
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that ſay, He that defires to Hope, 
Repent ,. and Believe, i: ſome 
meaſures does-It : I'experience the 
contrary ; a fruitleſs Wiſhing that 
comes not to Act, is no more but 
a Conviction, which ſhall bring 
ſuch Perſons under greater Qam- 
nation. Would you have me to 
Return and Supphlicate that Mercy 
I have Abuſed ! Alas! how fad is 
my Caſe, that have no other hopes 
but what depend upon . Abuſed 
Mercy ? But why ſaid! TI hopes ? 
When I have no hopes at all, my 
hopes are fruſtrate, and my ex- 
peQations are cut off, and what 
remains behind ? why, I am bid to 
Hope and Relieve; Oh what $Sa- 
tyr, what Mockery and Abuſe is 
this upon me, to find me in Miſe- 
all I, and bid me be Happy, with- 

J out affording me ſome power of 

being ſo ! Indeed ſhould: Feſbs 

1d Chriſt ſay. ſo much to me, it 
; || would be ſume Comfort: z but for 
| you to do it, is the ſame thing, 
as ta bid a MalciaQor ſhake his off 

© Chnais 
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© Chains and Fetters, and aſſume hi 
© Liberty ; or to call. upon' t 
£ Dead'to ariſe ' out of their Grave; 
© and Challenge. their :Eſtates an 
© Honours again. How idle 1s it 
to bid the Fire not to burn, whe 
Fuel is adminiſtred ; to comman 
the: Seas to be Smooth and Calmill 
the midſt of Storms, ſuch is nf 
Caſe, and fuch are the Comfory| 
of 'my Friends : But Pm ſpent, anfſ + 
can 'Complain no more; would | « 
© Godithe Cauſe of my Complainf « 
© would alſo ceaſe; the Cauſe of nf « 
« Complaints ! _ This renews nf « 
< Grief, and-ſummons up. the litt] < 
< ſtrength I have lefr to Complaſ « 
.< again, like an extinguiſhing Fla « 
© that. recollects at once all its Al c 
C 
C 
c 
c 
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© mentary. Matter for one gre 
. © Blaze before it-expires. ?Tis ju 
© ſfowith me: Butwhether am I gc 
© ing? As he fſaid'this; he faint c 
away, and lay in a ſort of Swbu! 
for a conſiderable time, but. by 't| « 
help of ſome Spirits we brought hi 
to himſelf again, and as ſoon as | 


oper 
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| opened his Eyes, he-ſaid; © Oh cruel 


« 2nd unkind Friends, to awake me 
* from a Dream in:which I had # 
« Ceſſation from my Tortures, but 


nf ** now they return again, and Prey 


© upon my Soul like ſo many Furtes: 
This he ſpoke with ſo feeling an@ 
lively Concern, that not one of his 
Relations could refrain from Tears, 
none of them being able to ſpeak to 
him for a confiderable time before ; 


| © You weep, ſays he, but.your ve- 


*©ry Tears come too late; was F 
*© like another Perſon that goes out 
© of the World, it would be one of 
<«« my .greateſt Troubles to ſee you 
* Weep, or at leaſt, it would add 
* mnchto my pains ; for he mult be 
« unnatural and ſenſeleſs that could. 
© not be moved and troubled at the 


1 <* affliction. of others, . eſpecially his 
| ©< Frieads and Relations ; - but' the 


« Caſe is otherwiſe with--me , my 
« Cup is full, and already runs over, 
© the bitterneſs of my Soul is: as 
<« preat as poſlible it can be in this 
«World, and my Heart is full of 

F * Horror 
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*« Horror and Anguiſh , and ne 
«& Grief can add unto mine, being 
* already ſo great, that "tis uncapa- 
£ ble of receiving any more. Per- 
« haps, this may {eem a Paradox to 
« youat firſt, but what think you of 
« Time andEternity ? .Can one add 
« an Hour to Eternity, which com- 
© prehends and ſwallows all Time? 
« Can oneadd any thing to theWrath 
© of God, which includes the Fury 
of Devils and Men, this being de- 
£ rivative and dependent on that , 
& and can any one add to my Grief 
* and Tortures, who am fallen into 
© the hands of the living God ? No, 
* no, reſerve your Tears for your 
£*t Sins, and caſt them not away ſo 
& fruitleſly upon one that is neither 
&« the better nor worſe for them. 

You may .calily imagine what im- 
preſſions ſuch Sayings as theſe made 
upon the Spirits of his Friends, who 
werealmoſt overwhelmed withGrief 
and Amazement, with Grief, at the 
lamentable State of their Kinſman, 
and with Amazement at the dreadful 
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Judgment of God upon him. But irt 
the midſt of their Sorrows they 
had the Prudence to think of the Re- 
putation of their Family, and to pro- 
vide for as much Secrecy as they poſ-- 
ſibly could in ſuch a Caſe ; for the 
Rumor of a Man in Deſpair begin- 
ning to ſpread; they conveyed him 
by Night to other Lodgings ; but he 
was grown fo very weak, that not- 
withſtanding the Care of thoſe who 
conveyed him in the Chair, it had 
like to have proved fatal to him; fot 
he fainted away ſeveral Times, but 
they got him inta his Chamber and 
to Bed*as ſoon as they could :* After 
a little Reſt- he yet found ſo. much 
ſtrength as to expreſs himſelf thus +- 
©1 am not concerned to enquire whi- 
© ther you have brought me, or your 
©Reaſons for ſo doing ; it had been 
*ſomething if you had brought my 
* Perſon hither without my Horrors 
*and accuſing Conſcience, or if you 
*had changed my unhappy State with 
*my Lodgings ; but my Torments- 
"are-rather the greater than befora, 
F: 2- © fors 
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for 1 ſee that diſmal Hour is ap- Þ 
©Groaching and juſt at hand, whenl Þ 
* fhall bid you all a fad Farewel. The F 
Doctors that had been with him in Þ 
the begigning of his Sickneſs were 
again ſent for, and they yet declared 
they could do nothing, ſo long as 
the Diſturbance of his Mind was the 
Cauie of his Weakneſs, only they 
ordered him ſome Cordial Julips, 
which they ſaid might perhaps ſtren- 
ethen his Nature, ſo that he might 
live two or. three Days longer. My 
Buſineſs called me away for a'Day or 


., two, and I came again upon Thur/- 


y Morning pretty early, the Day 


_ * of his Death. When 1 came into 


. the Room lenquired of his Friends 

. how he had ſpent his Time ? who 
had been with him, what Diſcourſe 
or Expreſſions had dropt from him ? 
And they told me in general, he had 
little Company, and that his Expreſ- 
fions were much ſhorter than before, 
being now unable - to. ſpeak ' many | | 
wordstofpether ; yet that what he did |* 
fpeak, ſeemed to have more ay 

ar. 
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and Deſpair init than former ly. Af 
terwards | went to his Bed- fide, and 
ſaw perfect death in his Face,” mix 
with ſuch Amazement and Anylliſh, 
that it was the'faddeſt Speitadel ever 
ſaw in all my Life-time. Lone tw 
how he 'did ?'*'To which he' Pie 
«© Damn'd and{loft fo for ever. 19; 
him'not to entertain. ſuch a "Thing! 
the Decrets of God were'fecret, ati 
God 'might' puniſh ljm thus; 10 b 
life, 'to make hint fit. for a hetter- 
«They are not ,(faid he} ſecret to. 
« re; but diſcoveredfor my preater 
7 Torment ; ; and my Pantſhmeng 
« here'is for an'Example to Fai ho 
«< andforan Earneft roms of | 
« Damnation. 'Ohthat th el WA$NO 
*GoJ, .or that this God' Gul ceale 
on be”: , for Tam fore he \ will fever 
«< 'have Mercy upon me. . Alas, fiid 
p & bt no contending! with - our 
Credtor,therefore forbear, ſach words: 
'as may provoke | him more. © True 
_ es EPI he): there*s no; ,tontend- 
; Iwiſh there were d poflibiſicy 
had of vetting above God, that would 
F.3 be: 
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** be a- Heaven to me. | entreated* 
him not to entertain ſuch a Blaſphe-- 
my.. for — Here he interrupted me, 
aying, © Read we not. in the Revela- 
* Hops, of thoſe that blaſſ phem*d God 
*hecauſe of their ,pa Peg Lam now of 
©*that, number. Oh, how-do. I eavy 
the. happineſs of Cain and. Fudas, 
But (reply*d I) youare yet alive, and 
do nat feel the T.orments of thoſe that 
ans aEtually. in Hell.; © To which he 
td, - This, is either true .or 
RN if it be true, _ what .are my 
expeations,..and. how heavy, will 
*my Forments be,..if 1' yet not feel 
b the uttermolt ? But. know that *tis 
'©f21fe,, and that I now. endyre more 
by {19h ths Spirits ,of the: damn*d in 
| jHell3 ;. tor Lhave-the.very ſame Tor- 
| ©tures vpon; my. Spirit,. as they have, 
©beſ des theLorments | endurein.my 
TtBody.., I believe. that. at the day of 
<Judem 1ent', the. Torments. of My 
X ” Mind : and Body will be both of .**m 
*-more.intenſe ; but as Lam now,:.no- 
©$p PiFit. in- Hel] endures: what: 1.do.: 
How glad y would 1change my con- 
©©d1tion 7 
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1 dition for Hell. And how earneſtly 
| < would lintrear of, my angry Boks 
| ©'to ſend me thither, 1t, Lwas not; a+ 
| * fraid that he. wopld..out of venge; 
© ance.deny..me ?. Here he clos*d his 
Eyes a. little, and- began 40 talk. idly 
| and beſides. himfelf,.. every.now and 
' then groaning and gnaſhing bis Teeth: - 
|] but when he ODER hisEyes and lookt 
b 
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2 pc rnþa my. Minutes paſs on!. When wall 
| © be the laſt Breath, the 1at-Pulſe;that 
| | <ſhall beat my. Spirit. out. of- this.de- 
| Cay. Manſion into theſe deſired Re- 
| © zions of Death and. Hell-?, Oh !:4- 
>| © find ©tis juſt at hand; and what ſhall 
1} ©Inow ſay! I'm now afraid again toi 
-| die, Ah the forlorn, Hope, the der 
\ | <ſtirute State of-an Achei#t that has 
| ©noGod to goto,nothing.to fly to-for 
fl © Peace or.Comfort1 . Here his Speech 
Kd him again ; and - weall believ- 
1] ing him | to. be juſt a leaving; the 
J- World went to Prayer, which-threw 
: | him into.an Agony, in. which, tho" 
-| .he could not ſpeak perfeQly, he made: 
F what. 
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what/noiſe he could-:tohinder himfelf 
from. hearing, and turn*d away his 
Face'that he might not fee theAttion; 
Which we perceiving, we recom- 
mentled Him” to 'the Mency of God, 
and gave  oyer. : His'Speech rerarn'l 
not ap#in' for” a confrderable time, 
bot he fixt His*Ghaftly Eyes upones, 
end 'by -the Air of 'his Countenance 
Hew*d, thati\we had'nota little drf- 
6blts ©4-bimn: Ant #5'ſvon as'hefron'd 
fp "MY the ſaid, « 'Tygers and.Mon- 
Hy fiers, ave ye alfo become” Devils 
4d "Torment nie, 'agd erve me a 
wal Proſpe®t of Heaven, to make my 


Kc. Hell'thermore/intollerable ? Alas, 


Fir, reply*d 1,, what Intereſt can we 
Have in making you miſerable? *Tis 
our delirewof your recovery and re- 


concihation-wtith God, that caſts vs 


down at the: Throne of Grace; 4f we 
muſt not feek? aſſiſtance At the hand 
of God; whete elſe ſhould we ſerk'it? 


Tt God denies; who etfe can give 
3? If he” will not” have ' Mercy ; 


whether muſt we go for it? 'To 


which he Treplyid, ** Ay that's the 
© Wound, 


—— 
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* Wound, God is become my Ene- 
*© my, and there is none ſo ſtrong as 
« he to deliver me out of his Hand ; 
© he conſigns me over to his Eternal 
*« Wrath and Vengeance, and there 
© 1s none that is able to Redeem 
me. Was there another God as 
Mighty as he who wonld Patro- 
nize my Cauſe, or was I above, 
or Independent of God, then I 
could Act and Diſpoſe cf my 
ſelf as I pleaſed, then would my 
* Horrors ceaſe, and the ExpeQati- 
* on and Deſigns of my Formida- 
«© ble Enemy be fruſtrate ; but this 
© cannot be, for I Here his 
Voice failed him again, © and ' he be- 
gan to ſtruggle and gaſp for- a little 
Breath, which having recovered, 
with a Groan ſo Dreadful and Loud, 
as-if it -had not been Humane, he 
Cried out, *©* Oh the inſufferable Pangs 
& of Hell and Damnation | and ſo 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
co 
c 


A 


he' Died, Death ſetling the Viſage 


of his Face in ſuch a Form, as if 
the Body, tho' Dead, was ſenfible of 
the Extremity of Torments. How 
God 
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God diſpoſed of him we know not ; 
Secret things belong to the Lord, to 
us Charity and Hope; yet not fo 
much as to make this no Example 
to us, for ſuch Inſtances. are ſigna« 
11zed on purpoſe to Teach ns Fear 
and Reverence, to Judg our ſelves; 
and uſe the utmoſt Diligence and 
Care to make our Calling and Eleq» 
on. ſure. 
F F-N 1 S$. 
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[PREFACE 


' . Ucilius VaninuSin hu Di 
logues, wrote a Mock. Apo» 
logy tor the Chriſtian Re- 

ligion, wherein he amaſsd. all the 
Malice and wit that he or his. Abet= 
tors cou'd beftow upon the-Profeſſors 
thereof ; his deſign was. on. purpoſe 
to expoſe, and ridicule our Holy 
Religion. But what T have here 
cavanc'd, tho I had thought to have 
return d the Complement to the Ma- 
dery Rabbi's of Atheiſm, zs only to 
remove 
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remove the prejudices & nnureaſona- 


tleneſs of thoſe that either own no 
God; or at left deny the Separare 


Exiſtence and Immortality of 
the Soul, I think there are but few 


of the far it. But upon 71 On perſo- 


nal Knowledge there's too many of 
the laſt Opinion, And my frequent 


converſe with ſome of "em has gi» 


ven me more Opportunity to know 


wherein the ftrength (forgive the 
word) of their Arguing Confiits. The: 


Tngenions and learned My. Bently 


who I muſt acknowleage in 4b 
le Manages | 


Diſcourſe has already fo 
the point of Matter and Motion's 


not thinking,zhat they have quitted. 
their pretenſions to that Topic ; ana 


ow they ſay be has committed an 
Ignorantia Elenchi, 7 proving 


has they deny not, tho' I'm well 
aſſured they Tigers efly aſſerted be-. 


fore, 
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fore, affirming that the Sgul was 
only a purer and more ſubtile {ort 
of Matter, Their preſent Subter- 
fauge is, the Squl is only a Modih- 
cation of an Organiz'd Body, and 
that it capnot Exut after its Separate 
tron, 10.2a0re than the Modihcati- 
on of Matter car exiſt without ts 
Subject. IH pg 

Since I had finiſhed this [mill 


Diſcourſe, I find another reviv.d 


Opinion amagſt then, that the World 
was trom . Eternity in ſtatu quo; 
and that Neradon's Arguments(fol- 
loved by moſt of our Modern Diſ- 


| putants) do mot at all prove the 
| pontrary iz taking, any tntermedi- 


ate, Chaign, mo more than # praves 
Gag. Almeghuy was 20t from : Blers 


| nity, ſence qny Intermediate Chain 
| of. tie may be taken out from his 


> 
* 
_ 


| Eternity, .as well as out of that of 


} 


the Worlds Q \ This of , have only 
NN 
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engage it by other Arguments, .I 

| ſhall eſſay to do it my ſelf. 
As to the following Diſcourſe 
T have endeavour'd to prove, that 
the Exiſtence of aGod 1s more evi-- 
dent than any Mathematick de-- 
monſtration, by 7o much as  Prin- 
ciples, and ſimple Tdeas are more 
evident than. Complex. and tedious: 
conſequences: That. the Soul zs 
4 Subſtance Immarerial, effenti- 
aly thinking, ad not any Mo- 
if eaten of Matter as- 017 Mo- 
dern Deiſts affert; as alſo that the 
Soul Muſt Exiſt in its Indivi- 
duality in-a State ſeparate from 
the Body, and. in that' State te 
ſenſible of paia or Pleaſare ;- :h42 
I. hope 1 have evidently ſhown from 
the ' Fundamental and Conftitativel 
principles of humane reaſon, ſo that] 
unleſs they; can, prove themſelves : 
of another ſpecies, 1 can't tell hon : 
they can evade what I. have" ad] 


vVancead- 
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vanced; the reaſon of my proceſs” 
in this trat# is taken from their 
frequent- calling upon us to prove 
the Exiſtence of the Soul, God 
&c. by Principles as evident as 
Mathematic Demonſtration; ad. 
I- have hereafter by Compariſon 
' with ſome of the platneſt Axioms 
5 2 Euclid /atisfied their demands ;, - 
s} "tis true indeed Mathematick De- - 
-| monſtration has the good Luck to 
| weet with little oppoſition, tho T. 
oj dou't n0t but it wou'd find enongh, 
hel if each' demonſtration was. ſome. 
1-| Canon of the Chrifiian Church, 
my and 1 dure nndertake to prove,. 
tel that there's not one Theoreme in atl 
hs the 15: Books '&f Euclid, but what 
# ſceptical perſow might have bet- 
ter reaſon to quarrel” with, than 
the Exiitence of a God ; for evers- 
Mathemartick Demonfration dz 
penas: upon theſe very principles, or 
others as evident, which I _ 
te uſe 
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ſe of to prove that God Exiits, 
and I doubt not but that a Ma- 
themitician that is a good Logi- 
ciau, might bring all dubious dif- 
putes out of Queſtion by firſt lay- 
ing nown | evident Poitulates after 
the. mapper that I have done in 


that one Inſtance of proving the 
Exiſtence of a God. 


+ T am ſenſible that there are ma- 
uy" pens. much fitter for. ſuch. 4 
Tak than mine, and the Reaſon 
why. 1 engag d in it was' partly 
from the opportunities I have had 
#0. converſe with theſe Gentlemen, 
\ard partly becauſe 1. have been in- 
ſftrunental in: bringing the Rela- 
FO of the Jecond. Spira inte the 
World, © without that full atteſt 
ation - as was neceſſary to ſatis |ou 
fie. 4b: Age of : the truth of it, |ta 
auch leſs to Convince theſe'. fort |th 


deal 
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deal with.l avs yet certain as well 45: 


ſeveral others,that there was ſuch a 


matter Z Fatt as is there related; F 


cannot ſay of my own knowledge how 
agreeable. in every particular Cir- 
cumſt ance, and therefore own a for- 
ward Imprudence of being con- 
cern'd in it, whatever my Motive 
was; ard I conld heartily wiſh that 
every att of my Life, which has. 
in its own Nature tended, or been 
accidentally wreſted by others to- 
the prejudice. of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion had never been, tho the 
Purchaſe had coſt me all that is- 
valuable to me in the World:: 
This is the Chief” Motive of my 
preſent Engagement, and that 
theſe Gentlemen may be aſſured 
that 1 believe Religion has no 
need of indirett methods, or Pt- 
ous Frauds to keep up its Repu: 
tation, 1 have here prov d from 
the. Principles of that Reafon in 


wht <> 3 
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which they. pretend. 4 ſhare ( and 
upor. which Mathematick Demon» 
ftration depends, as I ſaid 


--.- able for. apy thing done out of 


OO 


"the Boay. That from the Nature 
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before) that Religion has a ſolid 
ans good Foundation, viz. That 
God is: That. the Soul is Im» 
mortal and muſt exiſt ſenſible 
of Happiocn or Miſery, | tho? 
ia a ſtate ſeparate from the 
Body. 


1 might have. proceeded to have 


ſhown,. that in a ſeparate State 


the. Soul is only imployed in re- 


| fletk As and the Conſequences 
© of 's 


and therefore not anſwer- 


of the Soul, Religion is as ne- 
ceſſary to its happineſs as its own. 
Exiſtence ; that by how much the 
more perfect auy Religion is, by 
fo - much the Analogy betwixt the 
Soul and it is the ſtricter; anus 


Laſtly 
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Laſtly, I might from hence have 
made thoſe common Dednctions that = 
are ufudl, but I have contented my 
ſelf with fix oe frſt. 2970 
of all this, ws 6a 
ment of I hos jehax; done, 
which 1 am ſenſible. is defactivve. 6 
nough. ' Therefore ſuch as Had eto 
lend their - affiſtance,.. or have 
any Objettions to offet; How qoere 
my Bookſeller /ives, and” way 
time have an Anſwer In x fon 
Pex or ad pony 


There is now in the Preſs. 


A; 


a late Teacher 


together with his C b; onfeſſron 


be delroered immediately before 
be was Baptized, mithe pre- 
ſence of mugs Lutheran Con- 
gregation, 7 the German 
Church, in Little Trinity 
Lane, London. Oz the 234. 
Sunday after Trinity, in the 
thirty Fx of Oltober, in the 
Year of our Lord God, 1692. 


Tranſlated out of High- 
Dutch into Engliſh. 


' Account of the Conver- 


edit hdd rtf n, 
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the. Chriſtian” Faith, which 
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[hat the Exiſtence of a God and 
4 Thinking Principle: 10 us, 
is more evident than any Ma- 
thematic Demonſtration. 

E L L met Eugenes, 


Eraſtyus. wW 
how far this way? 


Engenes. Va taking my uſual 
B Mornings 


4 29 
Mornings walk; I'm % all the wiſe 
Proviſion I can make for my Body, 
for when | loſe ths, I know not where 
I ſhall get another. | 
Eraſtus: Why, t# ou AGF? the wi. 
ſeſt part bo hoes capable of. © 
Eug. Under favour Sir, you and 1 
are nothing elſe but Brates, and if we 
have any privifedge above Lions aud 
Foxes 'tis from a moreExquilite Fabric; 
-our clockwork 'is ſomething finer than 
theirs, and our Organs are more-appo- 
fite and proper for abſtrafted percepti. 
- on. 
- Eraftus. If you are for ſuch Specula- 
tions, Eugenes, yonarr 15 4 Curious 
Groge ; ſhall we retire thither for- an 
Hour? There we may think more free. 
ly of theſe things. 
' \Emgenes. You mean, grow melanchol 
ly :and 'Enthuſtaſtick, 'Dream' of Exta- 
tick. Pleafures, and I know. not what 
Raptures; +and then be vext at the mi- 
ſake as ſoon as theHumour on't is over. 
Eraftus. No, Eugenes, Tthink a wiſt 
and good ' Man is never ſo happy ai 
- when, he 15 himſelf awake, and in 4b! 
T4 RD Hg ſeve- 
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Javeraf Exerciſe .of . his Reaſon. _ .. 
1 True You talk of Reaſon, . as 
if 


had forgot. our laſt Diſcourſe, 
ak. you know I'm a,lwarn Enemy. 
to every. \thing,".that / bears .rhat 
Name, . unleſs it be + a$ _ evident as- 
Alathematick Demonſiration; if you 
can give me_any, dilcqveries of what 
you call Soul, God, &c. Upon theſe 
Principles then, awell fetch a Torn 
or. two in 7yonder.;Grove,- or elſe 
I muſt beg your pardon, ;1f-I call 'anp- 
ther SubjeR, or take my leaye of you. 

Eraſt. Yery well, Eugenes, ['ll pro- 
miſe you. then to. prove what you call 
upon .me for, either by” Mathemazick 
Demonſtration, or which is all one; 
by the ſame Principles which that de- 
pends Don.” 

Eugenes. Indeed, Erajtus a' fair 
promiſe / tho' perhaps 1. hate foli- 
ruGe-as much as any Man, yet.l 
will endure the Pennance' for once, 
rather thaty deprive my {elf of ſuch 
a dilcovery. Let's. be going, 

Eraſtus. T.ox oblige me," Evgenes,, 
with this. opportuni:y, and ſince you are. 

D. 2: Q..; 
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a Philoſopher, and «a Mathematitian,. 
F fban't be wunder that conſlraim in 
what 1 have to ſay, as if I were to 
furniſh you with Senſe to underſtaud me, 
Eugenes. You are pleaſed to ſpeak 
better of me than. I deferve; but 
whither are we got now? | believe 
(to ſpeak in your Phraſe) the Sps- 
ree of thinking dwells amongſt thelc 
ſhades, for | no ſooner enter, but 
a thouſand Chains of Thoughts: of- 
fer their firſt Link to me; per- 
haps I ſhall forget that 1 have + 
Body by. and by; 

Eraſtus. We'll conſider the reaſon of 
that Feſt preſently. Tou fay you are 
Demonſtration Eugenes, and 
Truth which is the foundation there- 
of, muſt lye wery. deep for ſmch a 
Noble Superſtruſture: T think it 
wor't be amiſs to ſuſpet. every thing, 
and admit nothing for truth but that 
which evidently compells our aſſent, 
and then tha we find not out all 
Truths, yet we ſhall pet clear of ma- 
ny Errors. 

Engenes, | Tike the Thought ex- 

treamly 


G4 
trearaly well, We'il ſuppole- theft” 
thar every thing in the World. is 
falle; nay, we'll Imagin that there. 
is No World, Men, or. other cxiſt-- 
ence, nor any ker, nor by Con» 
ſequence, . any Modifications of things... 
Wrich are not. 

Eraſtus. But when we have . doubt-- 
ea of the Exiſtence of Truth and 
Falſhood, Matter, and its Accidents . 
or Modifications, we-. 6an't.i doubt, 
or think. chat we do 7ot- think or 
Exiſt; to ſay that | , think ;1..am\ 
not, i ta fx that 1 that. think am- 
not |I, which #5 abſurd,” for | that 
think muſt Exiſt to thinkz, azd if, 
| ceaſe to Exiſt, I alſo ceaſe'to think,.. 
for thinking s an AR. (any Os. 
pznon) and there's no act ..without 
an Agent, ſo that whether we. with 
ar no we muſt aſſent to this Truth, 
that we (1 mean not our Bodies). are. 
thinking Beings. 

Eugenes..,Hold Eraſte, | like. not. 
that Parentheſis, 1 .muſt have - the 
Bady to .come. in. for a ſhare"; of 
Thought, and not .any aunknown We 

B 3 inde- & 
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independant of our Bodies. 

Eraſtus. That it is not our Bodies 
or any Modification of thew, that 
thinks I ſhall prove bereafter, but ſince 
you will not grant that yet; you muſs 
aſſent that we (take it in what La- 
- ritude you pleaſe) are thirking Beings. 

Engenes. This is a dark Adctaphy- 
fical Speculation, and if I ſhou'd 
grant it, I fee not what uſe you 
could make of it'; But wheres your 
Mathematical Demonſtration, or 
ſomething Equivalent to it ;. for: 
tis that / came for. 

Eraftus: Yon ſhall' hve it Eugenes, 
only firſt lay down the plaineſt Demon- 
ſtration that you- can, at an Inſtance 
to Compare. with what F (hall bring. 

"\Enugenes.* Take this Axiom then, 
Fhings equal to the ſame third are 
alſo equal to one another, for In- 
tance A 3 equal to B. B. « equal to 
C, therefore A us equal to C. or 
therefore A B and C are equal a- 
mongſt themſelves. 

Eraſtus. You are certain of this 
Demonſty atzen then ? 
Emrgenes. Yes. Eraſt. 


ane ah 

Eraſtus. Very ivell, now this De-- 
monſtration preſuppoſes that A # e- 
qual to B, before it can be equal to 
C, Nay that there are ſuch things in 
vature 4s A B and ©, before there 
can be an equality amongſt them for 
nothing” has no propriety. And af-- 
ter all, when you come by plain Evi. 
dence to be aſſur'd of their Equalities, 
it follows that you who are thus afſur'd 
muſt upon neceſſity think- and Exiſt be- 
fore you can have any ſuch aſſurance. 
What think you now, Evgenes, 'i#- 
you can make no Demonſtration but 
that you muſt firſl think and Exiſt, 
Nay »f you ſometimes take Paraiogilms- 
for Demonſtrations, ss not your Ex- 
iſkence as a thinking 'being, wore 
certain than any Mathematical De- 
monſtration, eſpecially ſmce this de- 
pends on that, and ſince you- Can't 
prove the laſt withont preving the firſt 
at the ſame time. DEIBE | 

Eugenes, '| grant I. can obje@:no- 
thing againſt what you- bring with-' 
out provingamy own ''Ex3ſtence and. 
thought, but the difficulty yet returns 


A. 4 + -* wvpon 
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upon you, for that I am a thinking 
Being, how does it follow that this, 
L. that think is what you call Soul, 
or that there is. {uch, things as im- 
material ſubſtances (in my- tence pare. 
Nathings if not Matter ) | 
" Eraſtus. , Let 4 not. go tos faſt. 
Eugenes, . we have now 
Axiom 1ſt. . diſcovered, one certain 
" . Truth, according to your. 
own | Conceſſion, viz, | That we are. 
thinking «Beings z... which 1 ſhall note 
down for the firſt Axiom, That if we 
ſhould hereafter have occaſion to uſe 
it, we may take it for granted. 10. a- 
wid ' Repetitions or after Proofs. But 
in:erder. to remove that difficulty which 
you babanrunder about a;Soul or a Body, 
or: both together,” being capable of 
thinking : We muſt firſt prove that there 
ſomething -elſe that Exiſts, you know 
we are to take nothing for granted, 

which we do nat fi-ſF Examin. 
- Engetres. Let us then .renew - our 
firſt .luppoſition, | that .there 15 0 
Matter..or., other; Exiſtence beſides our 
ſelves; Whom :we have proyed.. to 
Exiſt anda thinks ' Eraſt, 
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Eraftus. Whil# 1 think Eugenes 
I conceive amongſt other thinps, that 
1 have 4a degree of Conſtancy Pitty, 
Juſtice, | Knowledge, Power, &c. 
Fer ] daily exert them, that I'm de- 
ficient in my happineſs, in ſhort that 
1 have ſuch Ideas of perfection in me, 
4s by Compariſon ſhow that there ts a 
per fett:on which I have not, or that- 
ſomething elſe is more perfeit than I, 
and that the* } Exiſt to day 1 know 
not whether 1 fall Exift to Morrow. 
Now fince you are for diftint®. and. 
clear Evidence before you fgive your 
aſſert, rake this Dilemma, either L 
received theſe degrees of Rnowledge, 
Power, &c. or I have then of my ſelf. 
Exe. Your 'Dilemma is good enough. 
Eraſt. If I have this Power, Know- 
ledge, Fe of my ſelf according to the 
little degree of perfeition, which I am. 
ſenſible of 1, then by the ſame reaſon I have 
of my ſelf what I have, I might have 
had all the remainder that I find I want, 
and fo have been All-wiſe, Almighty, 
Immutable, Infinite, and what other I-. 
areas I have of Perfettion, but this is im- 


poſſiles 
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poſſible. Therefore that I recesved what 

1 havens certain 19 
Exg. It is very evident that you have 
received your Being, and what you are 
capable of, by vertue of your. Being, 
But whence did youreceive this Being ? 

Hic labor, hoc opus eft. ' 
 Eraſt, /*/ rell you, Eugenes 3 but firſt 
let us make ſure work on*t as we go along, 
and ſee how far we are yet gat into. Cer- 
tainty and Evidence. You before granted 
that we are Thinking Beings, 4nd now 
we have advanc'd. another ſiep, T hat our 
Exiſtence is imperfe&, and produc'd by 
ſomething elſe. Which PRmark, ſecond. 
down for aſecond Axiom. Axiom 
 Exg. But you haye not hewed that: 
this laſt Axtom is as certain as Mathe- 
matical Demonſtration. | 

Eraſt?T#s built on the ſame prixciples, 
which i the ſame thing, that we are im- 
perled 75, evident, ſince we are ignorant 
in ſeveral things, nay are ſick and aye to, 
which 1s an evil that we have naturally 
the preate(t averſneſs to, and yet we can t 
avoid it, therefore we are imperfect, and 
that we are produced by ſomethin? with-. 
0H. 


We. . 
oat us depends upon this principle, Nothing 
can work betore it has'a being, we 
could not produce our ſelves before we 
were, therefore we are produced by ſome- 
thing elſe, this 1s much more evident,than 
that theſe two figures which I take to be 3 
and 5 makg 8, becauſe this laſt is a mare 
compound covlequence, ſince it does noe 
only depend upon reaſon but the ſenſe too_ 
which are frequently deceived, tho* wha 
I evidently' apprehend by my reaſon, can. 
net decerve me. 

Eg. I'm fatisfied inthe Evidence of 
the laſt Axiom, therefore if. you pleaſe 
"RIES; Ne ap, 

Eraft. That which" edmmunicated to me 
what Iam and what] havezcarnnor be znfe- 
rior to me, for as nothing can produce 
nothing, /e the leſs perfeft can*t pro- 
duce the more perfeRt.”,. 

' Emgenes. Hold Eraſtus, ſince you 

note down all my Conceſſions, . 1 
may *injure Truth as'' well' as my 
own 'pretenſions by "granting too 
much, you ought 'to explain. your 

ſelf what you mean by Inferior &c. 
. Eraſtus. That tho* a fool may 


bea 
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' beget @ Man wiſer than himſelf, ani 
. therefore inferior to him in ſome re- 
ſ[pefs, yet a fool begets ſomething Na- 
eurally equal to him, as being in the 
ſame Claſſis of Creatures, he aves 
not beget an Angel, nor does & horſe 
beget an Elephant, Equivecal Gene- 
ration is now ſufficiewtly exploded, and 
therefore I need ſay mo more of that 
ro you who know it 4+ well as 1, ſo 
that in ſhort I mean thi, that the 
firſt man that was (44 we ſay) crea- 
ted, could not be produced by a Irce, 
4 mine, or 4 dull lump of Earth, But by 
ſomething Superior tu Nature to himſelf. 

Exgenes. 1 don't yet look upon this 
fo be a conſequence, for tho 4 Tree, or 
we, could nat produce a man, yet 
there might be ſuch an adapt and pro- 
- per fermentation of Trees, Mines, Water, 
Heat, &c. which in ſucha progreſs of 
time might produce a man as in your 
Chymical Experiments, many things of 
" different natnre will at length produce 
a Phenomenon very Ciffcrent from the 

firſt -Ingredients. 


Eraſtvs. 
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Eraft. We'll ſuppoſe ths, Eugenes, 


but it does you no Service, unleſs, ſome 
of theſe Chymical Produtts cou'd think 
and fheak Senſe, Matter only produces 
Matter, and not ſo different from the 
fir$t as you imagine, for there are many 
latent Qualities m Bodies, even diſcern'd 
to be ſo by the Taſt which will not appear 
to the Eye, till (uch and ſach Operations 
have paſt upon them. But 2hy do 
you thus argue againft your own Phi« 
loſophy ? Our later Experiments ſhew ms 
that there is noEquroocal Generation but 
that every thing produces its like after 
a Natural way. Beſides there can be no 
Mechanick Formation of a Man, 
accoraing to the Gravation and ſettle& 
Laws of the Motion of Matter. 


Eug. But in Fermentations and 
Motions, Matter ſuffers violence, 
and the heavier might ſometimes 
get above the lighter; and amongſt 
the infinite variety of the turnings, 
windings, and juftlings of difterenc 

Par- 
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Varticies together, there might have 
been julit ſuch a lucky hit as the 
Formation of a Man. 


Eralt. If there bad, the wery next 
71011on wells have thrown it into pieces 
again, being new ana tender. But pray, 
Eugencs, ſizce you are a better _ 
torittl than I, C07 nuder the numero, 
parts of a Man's Boay, =uy three 
at's if br ernately ſubſtituted in Me 

others place, would ſpeis the 29012 
Rubs ick. Now, if we ſurpoſe but a 
i parts for the p oper f ame and 

ces of a Man's Body which are ay- 
=, neceſſary for it , 7 [ 99:hout 


f 
j 


os 


which it would te eſt YC TH d + He. 14, 
ny Attermation, and. differe? nt Þ'ijitions 


would there be of 2 Thema and in a richs 
line, a Cube, a Pyramid, a Cone, and 
"v7; * 4) DI / «bn, 11*7* 0 


the IBUumerable vVarict) Cj CLAJEFT. b1-1 6=- 


gular Bodies. | 
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Erait. 1/0 grant you the PIfſiot 
ity of Particles juſtiing into ſuch a 
Fixure, bu! then tw wot in the power 
of Motion to give what we call Life, 
Thinking, ©. that mui} be from 
a SUPSric Our Power, I ſpeak in refe- 
rengc 10 79 Je fir ft Man, and afterwards 


by an Untvocal Generation according to 


the fetled Order and Chain of Cauſe 4; 


7 Nature. 
Eug., Why lo, Eraſtus ? 


Eraſt. Becauſe a Man « not made 
np of dry Du#t, *tis not only the Shape 
or Figure, but the Internal  Organiza- 
tron, Veins, Arterics, Muſcles, Nerves, 

frrimal Spiri its, Blc 0d , Sram, and 
ether 7jfet rent Comy: ſions, which, as 
7 ſais before, KESES ing to the M:cha- 
im of Nature, and toe [pecifick Laws 
of Cr aUN at 10n, riusr forme of 1 them 
ſutſide, others woich are lighter muſt 
be thruſe up to make ro:m for the ſub- 
ſiding parts ; fo that from the Premiſes 
there's 
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ſame Arguments may be made uſe of , 
to ſhew that the firſt Trees cou d not be 
made by the fortuitons juſtlings of A- 
roms and fine Particles of Matter, but 
that there 1s an Intelligent , Wiſe Author 
m the Deſignation of thern,as 3s farther 
evident to ſuch as read Dr. Grew, 
Monſieur Redi, Malpighius, and. 
others, who have ſearch'd into their 
Nature, and diſſeed thew, for Mi- 
croſcopick Experiments. 


Eug. I muſt confeſs there is an 
2mpotfibility in a Man's being pro- 
duced Originally by the Material: 


Mechaniſm of Nature, ard the Laws 
thereof. 


*Eraſt. Well, and you muſt prant 
an Argument ab impoſhibili i Morals 
fo be as Concluſvve, as that 3 and 4: 
eannot make 8 in Mathematicks, ac- 
" cording to the Values and Ideas that 
are affixt to them. Therefore I ſhall lay 
down this third Axiom, 
Mankind is not Origi- 

nally 


AXIOM. 3. 
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nally produc'd by the Laws of Mat-- 
ter and Motion. Let vs now return 
zo proſecute the Origination of Mankind 
elſewhere. I ſaid before, that I have. 
a degree of Juſtice, Knowledge, Power, 
&c. which from Artom 2. is im- 
perfe&, and deriv'd from ſomething 
without, I fhall now lay down ano- 
ther Evident Maxim to build upon,viz. 


Nothing can! COMmunicate or give. 
what it has not. 


Eug. Very true. 
Eraſt., Therefore that which com- 


municated my Being to me, and by. 
wvertue of my Being gave me to be (mm. 


ſome degree) Juſt, Knowing, Power-- 


ful; &'c. muFft alſo be a Being which 


bas in irſelf Juſtice, Power, Know-. 
ledge, &c. 


Evo. The Conſequence is- unde- 
niable, 


C4 Eraſt. Les 
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Eraſt. Let 7s proceed then. This 
Being # Juſt, Poweiful, Knowing, 
Ec. in ſome limited meaſure, or to per- 
feerton, 


Eug. Ile aUinit the Dilemma. 


Eraſt. If ths Being that Conmu- 
micated my 2 Cc. to me Is im- 
perfectly Jaſt, Knowing, Powe Trial, 
Cc. then it et ither has theft ſe Properties 
of it ſelf, or receiv'd he mot, the 
fictt, becauſe ( as I [tid before of my 
felf ) from the. ſame Reaſon that it bs 
of it lelf that little it partic; pales of 
Perfection, jrom 1he ſame Reaſon it 
gn have given to it ſelf the remaim:- 
der of what it wanted : v/ the lait, 
theu it mu#t receive its Peeing and 
oat it has by Vertu? of its Being, 
jrom ſome other Being W9ico 3 Jet 
more Jalt, Powerful, Knowing. from 
the above Maxim, that Nothiug gives 
what 1c has nor, ; = tat T hit rd Per 
ing /rom a Fourth. yet more 


7 
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that fourth from a fifth, and fo on till 
we come ſooner or later to the firþ 
Being, which « Infinictely Pertet, 
neceſlarily Exiſtent, All-wiſe, Pow- 
erful, Knowing , and Poſſeſſing all 
other Ideas which we have of Perfe- 
EHom. Why don't you Anſwer 
me Eugenes, or do you expe} a Ma- 
thematical Demonſtration of the Exi- 


itence of ths infinitely perte& Be- 
ing. 


Ewug. Come then, let me have it 
to obviate what otherwiſe I mighr 
objec. 


Eraſt. Is Mathematick Demon- 
ſtration there zx preſuppos d ſuch and 
ſuch Poſtulates or Axioms, without 
which the Demonſtration falls ; there- 
fore I lay down theſe following, which 
you muZt either admit, or make your 


Objefticns before I can proceed any far- 


ther, 


Poſtu- 
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that fourth from a fifth, and ſo on till 
we come ſooner or later to the firsþ 
Being, which « Infinitely Pertect, 
neceſlarily Exiitent, All-wiſe, Pow- 
erful, Knowing , aud Poſſeſſing all 
other Ideas which we have of Perfe- 
Elo —— hy don't you Anſwer 
-7e Eugenes, or do you expe} a Ma- 
thematical Demonſtration of the Exi- 


itence of ths infinitely perfte& Be- 
Ing. 


Eug. Come then, let me have it 


to obviate what otherwiſe I mighe 
objec. 


Eraſt. 1» Mathematick Demon- 
ſtration there. xs preſuppos d ſuch and 
ſuch Poſtulates or Axioms, without 
which the Demonſtration falls ; there- 
fore I lay down theſe following, which 
you mutt eithcr admit, or make your 
Objecticns before I can proceed any far- 
ther, 


Poliu- 
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I. Nothing gives what it 
has not. 

2. That which has, can 
give, or communicate of 
that waich 1t has. 

2. I have ſome degree of 


# % 


— 
CI 


| G | Power, Knowledpe, &c. 

3. | 4. My Exiſtence 15 Com- 
=} municated from with- 
ay Out. 


5. A Sum ſuppoſes a U- 
nite from which the 
whole 1s derived. 

6. Succeſſion ſuppoſes a 
beginning both in Time. 

© L and Order. 


TI chink 
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I think Evgenes theſe Poſtulates 
are veiy :eaionable. The two firſt 
are ſelf-evident, the third depends 
upon Matter of Fa, the tourth 
Þas its Ritz trom the preceding ſe- 
cond Axiom winch you have grant- 
ed : ſhouw'd von deny the fifth, you 
Wouli contrauict your own Prin- 
Ci2:!C5 and cail! the Elements of 
that Demeut'r:1:ion into Queſti- 
on, Which you have made the 
Standaid of this Dilpute. If you 
deny the laft, you muſt admit 
{ome iIntinioas $ 0 be > 05 CN 
others, by any one Irrerivediane 
Chain, I mean in reſpect of Time, 
and in Relation to De Egrees Or Or- 
der of Pettection, 1t is the very 


{2Me. 
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1, Nothing gives what it 
N45 not. 

That which has, can 
p| Ve, Or COMMUNiCate of 
that wc it has. 


to 


$74 Gave ſom2 d-pree of 
P53wer, PLr 1owled; 2. CO 
Ls Wy Gulftence is phat 


municated from with- 
O!! '8, 

5. A Sum porn a U- 
nite from which the 
whole is derived. 
Succeflion ſuppoſes a 
beginning both 1n Time 
and Order. 
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] think Engents theſe Poltulates 
are veiy :eaionable. The ewo firit 
are fe! jp the thid depends 
lad fourth 
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 Ih0L 0 1c Geny the fifth, you 
Wo. 1 niradtict Your own Ptin- 
CiGics 1 :! rho Rick ot 
hat Ueimuul'itiicn into Oueſti- 
on, Which you hav m2GVe the 
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and in Rei LION TO Degie Ces Or CIr- 
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Eug. Indeed, Fraftws, this is a 
new way of Argumentation to me, 
tho' not in the leaſt contradictory 
to. my Reaſon, I freely admit of 


your Poſulates, pray let me have 
your Inference. 
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Eralt. They carry their own Con- 


(a) Polt. 3. 
(6) Poſt. 4. 
(c) Poſt. 1,2 
( ay Sec laſt 
Dilemma. 
(e) Poſt. 4. 
IdemD:lem. 
(f) Idem 
Dilem. 

(z )Polt.1,2. 
(Poſt. 5,6 


cluſion in them — I have 
(a) ſome degrees of Power, 
Knowledge, &c. which I 
received (b) from (omething 
without, which alſo has (c) 
Power, Knowledge, &c. 
either (d) perfetly, or de- 
rivatively (ec) from ſome- 


thing which # alſo (1) per- 


eftly or tmperfeffly (g) Knowing , 
Berg ach T the firlt, 72.4. 
what I plead for immediately ; if the 
laſt, I have alſs what I want, (h) 
tho' at a greater diftance; therefore 
there i ſuch a firit Being, who # per- 
fetly Knowing, Powertul, &c. and 
who enjoys all other degrees of Perfe@ti- 


0n, 
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&, whereof we have Ideas. And thi - 
I cal Gad. 

You ſeem, Eugenes, to be diſſatis- 
f'd, and ſuſpe# that by this way of 
Reaſoning I have put ſome fallacy up- 
on You, but you don't at all doubt but 
that you have a Body, that there 1s 
Matter under ſeveral diſpoſitions and 
modes, That the three Angles of a Tri- 
angle are equal to two right ones, be- 
cauſe you , . and Euclid before you , 
could demonſtrate that it 8s ſo: But 
what is there that aſſures you that 
there is ſuch a thing in Nature as a 
Triangle * What Demonſtration car 
you make of it, ſince you talk of da- 
thematical Certainty ? You ll Auſwer, 
perhaps, that your Eyes are good, that 
you bave a proper Medium to diſcern, 
aud that your Memory and Pradtice 
concur, as alſo the Teſtimony of others 
that are Competent fudges, —— Be 
it ſo, and if poſſible find yet better 
Arguments, and you ll only more clear- 
ly prove that you who thus Reaſon 
upon @ Triangle, muFft certainly exiſt 

D our 
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your ſelf, and your Exiſtence being 
imperfett and dependant, it yet proves 
a perfect and independant one from 
- the above Poltulates, which maintains 
and preſerves yours, ſo that the Chain 
#5 certain and fixt, and there is no pro- 
wing that there's a Triangle, or any 
 Geometrick Certainty, unleſs we pre- 
ſuppoſe the Exiſtence of an Infinite Per- 
fe and firſt Being, which after a 
certain manner compriſes Men, Matter, 
and Mathematical Reaſoning in its Na- 
» FHYE. 


Eug. I muſt confeſs, Eraſftas, that 
'there is @ Being _"—_ perfeZ in 
"Wiſdom, Power, &-c. and ſince the 
uſe of Words is only to expreſs our 
Mental Reaſonings, lo as to make 
them -Intelligible to another, I am 
willing you ſhould call this Being a 
GOD : But what is this GOD as 
to his Eſſence and Nature 2? 


-E ralt. Read 


( 27-). 


Eraſt. Read him in the Legible 
Charafers which be has impreſs'd on 
yeur own Mind, from the preceding 
firſ# and ſecond Poſtulates, he is what- 
ever you could wiſh or deſire as a Per- 
fefion to your own Nature, Viz Eter- 


nal, Wile, &Cc. 


Eug. Why Eternal, Eraſtas ? 


Eraſt. Have not - you ſozze degrees 
of Conſtancy and Reſolution, ' and could 
uot - you wiſh that yeur Exiſtence was 
made perfett, and unalterable by any 


flax of Time ? 
Eug. Yes. 


Eraſt. Suppoſe the ſame. of- all the- 
reſt of bis Attributes. Now, you bc- 
1»T a Communication, or more proper- 
ly an Emanation from this Infinite. 
| Being, may reflett upon your ſelf, and 
| think that whatſoever you could wijh 
| (I mean as.a perfeficn to your Na- 
+ WH ture) 
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ture ) 1s in that Being, and "tis a 
large ſhare of Knowledge that we ap- 
prebend ſo much of him. We ſay we 
have a clear and diftin# Idea of a 
Triangle, when we know that tis a 
Superhcies bounced by three Lines; 
alſo of Matter, when we ſay 'tts 
Bulk extended into Length, Breacith, 
and Depth: Tho” no Geometer 7n 
the World knows all the Propertics in a 
Triangle, or Philoſopher that under- 
ſtands all the Phxnomena of Matter, 
Thus we have a cltar and diſtini Idea | 
of God, when by examining our own | 
Blature we find i; deriv'd from a Be- | 
ing Infinitely Powerful, Omni- 
ſcient, Juſt, Good, Eternal, &c. 
*[is true indeed he does not come under 
the Copnizanc? of our Stnſes, we can 
not feel, ſee, ſmell, taſ#, or hear him, | 
theſe Organs were given us to exerciſe | 
them about Matter ,and as no one [ſmells | 
with his Eyes or Ears, nor fooliſhly con-| 
cludes that there are no Colours, becaule| 
h:. cannet taſk thm; fo t would bel 
the ſame folly tn ms to conclude there| 
'T 
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is no God, becauſe we cant ſee his Na- 
ture and Eſſence. 


Eug. Enough, Eraſkrs, if your 
Deſign is to conclude: that we are 
Imperfe Thinking Beings, and that 
there is a perfe&} thinking Reing, om... 
which every thing that Exiſts receives 

| zts Exiſtence; you need trouble your 
; | ſelf no further, for I'm abundant-- 
ly ſatisfied in it already, 


( 30 ) 


Dialogue II. 


That the Soul is not Thought, 
nor any Modification of 
the Body, which neceſ- 
ſarily ceaſes to Exiſt upon 
the Indiſpoſition or Diſſo- 
lution of the Body. 


Eugenes. I Am ſufficiently aſfur'd , 
Eraſt#s, of the Exiſt- 
ence of a God, and I think there 
are bue few amongſt {ach as are 
call'd Atheiſts, than can (if they 
Care think ) doubt of his Exiſtence, | 
for the wiſe Conftructure of the | 


World, the wonderful Contrivance | 
of | 
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of Humane Bodies, nay, even the 
molt contemptible Inſedts, if ex- 
amin'd by a Microſcope , do ex- 
hibic to us the moſt Legible Cha- 
rafters of a Deity : But there's yet 
a greater Difficulry behind. You 
talk ſometimes of an Immaterial 
Subſtance 1nN us, which you call 
Soul. 


Eraſt. Well, Eugenes, avd what 
do you call t ? 


Eug. I have had two Opinions 
about it, that which at preſent I 
entertain is, that. *ts nothing elfe 
bur Thought, and admitting - this, I 
meet with no difhcalty in the defi- 
nitian,for I have an Idea of Thought 
as diſtin and clear as that of Ms- 
tion or Matter. 


_ Erafit. Truly, Eugenes, this is a 
very ſhort cut through the vaſt Difficul- 
ties that the Learned in all Nations 
and Ages have ſtruggled. under.; but 

D 4 what 
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what Reaſon have you for this Opi- 
10n © 


Eug. When I compare this with 
what you call Soul, I find that they 
are the very ſame, ſo far as we can 
conceive of either, 


Eraſt. Inſtance in one of the moſt 
conſiderable Analogies. 


Eug. What you call Soul is influ- 
enced by the Conſtitution of the 
Body, and is accordingly ſad, joy- 
ful, &*c. which are only varioms mo- 
difications of Thought, and may be 
eaſily folv'd as ſuch ; you call them 
various Diſpoſitions of the Soul, L 
ſee no diffzrence but the Exprel\- 
ion. 


Eraſt. I remember in our former 
Diſcourſes you aſſerted, That the Soul 
( or what jou now call Thought) was 
only the Modification of Matter fit- 
ly Organiz'd, but now according to. 
ts. 


( 33) 

this laſt Opinion, we ſhall have a Mo- 
Cification of Modifications ; and 
if we purſue this Notion, we muſt loſe 
our ſelves in Diviſions and Sub-divi- 
fins ; Tuſt as a Cube may have a ſpot 
of white upon it, this white may be 
extended ſo far, this Extenſion may be 
in ſuch a Figure, and ſo on, ad infi- 
nitum. But, Eugenes, lei*s keep cloſe 
to the Buſineſs ; ſince the Body is Mat- 
ter, and Matter under Modifications 
is infinitely ſubdivided, is the Soul the 
fr Modification, or one of the ſub- 
ſequent ones ? 


Eug. Fhe ficlt of all. 


Eraſt. Then we have fixt its place. 
A Body ſo and ſo Organiz'd grioes 
ſuch a Modification, and this Mo- 
Gification 7s what you call a Soul or 
Thought ; then if the Modification 
changes, the Soul is n0 more; as 11 4 
Cube, if the ſame bulk be made a 
Globe, tho' the Matter remains, yet 
the Cubick Figure ceaſes to be: Do 

I 
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I. rightly. apprehend your meaning ? 


. Yes; for as I can have no 
Idea +. a Cubick or Globular F 'gure, 
unleſs I preſuppoſe Matter the Sub- 
je& of it; So I:can have no Idea of. 
what you call Soul, unleſs I prefup- 
pole an Organiz'd Body, its Sub- 


j2ct. 


Eraſt. 4 wery bappy Hypotheſis, if 
truth, for avoiding x lng, of after 
Retributions, tis well for you if Uti- 
lity dots paſs into Argument——-But,.. . 
Eugenes, if the Soul can't ſubſift 
without the Body, no more than any 
Modification of Matter can exz## 
Without the Subjet; And if this- 
Soul t# wholly dependent upon the 
Body, and always influenc'd by it , 
according to the Complexion, as 2 San- 
gUine, Cholerick, &c. What's the 
Reaſon that when I am well, airy, 
and wigorous, I ſhould concluds that 
three and twa makes frue, alſo when - 
in Sad, Languiſhinz, and Melancholy 
Tempe- 


[7 


Temperament, I ſhould ſtill make the 
ſame Concluſion ? I don't ſee how this 
proves the Soul to be dependant upon 


the Conſtitution of the Body. 


Evg. I diſtinguiſh between a Na- 
tural and a Meral Conſtitution ; by 
Moral ( a Mos) T1 mean the Man- 
ner or Habit of the Body, whereby 
I receive Pain or Plealure, and 
think accordingly, making Con- 
cluſions that are determin'd from 
ſuch and ſuch a Habir. By Natu- 
ral Conſtitution I underſtand my E/- 
fſential frame, by which I am what 1 
am, and having a Habit of Rea- 
ſon, as part of my Eſſential Conſti- 
tution, ſo long as my Being is not 
deſtroy'd, . (I mean ſuch a due and 
proper Mechaniſm of Organs) I 
' mult always by vertue of that Con- 
| /titution infer that Two and 'Three 
are Five; I can think without this 
Moral Conftitution, 'but without the 
Natural I cannot. 


Eraſt. This 


39 


Erait. This is a late invented 
ſubterfuge, Eugenes 5 not long ſince, 
the Soul was a purer ſort of Mar: 
ter, and now 'tis Thought, or a Mo- 
dification of the Boy, which ceaſes 
when the Subject alters. Truth ſel- 
dom changes ſhape to gain our aſſent ; 


But however, in Anſwer to both your 
Moral and Natural Conſtitution at 
once, Do you think or no, Engenes? 


Eug. Yes, Eraſts, I do think. 


Eraſt. And you aſſert that the Soul 
ts Thought £ 


Eug. Yes. 

Eraſt. Then Thought thinks, what 
Grammar or Logick teaches, that a 
Song lings. 

Eug. No, but a Singer /*gs. 


Eraſt. True, 


” OI wm Can Se 
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Eraſt. True, and 4a thinker thinks 
or conceives a thought." So that it is 
| plain (to avoid the Barbariſm of 'Pre: 
| dicament," 8c. ) thar'thought being 
| the Effect of a Thinking Power, this, 
I that think ( or my Soul ) © -not 
9s but ſomething precedent to ig. 
. Yout Inference is: Juſt and 
Cone uſive againſt me?” If this, 
that think ,'s' my Soul. \ 

Eraſt. That *tis not * you me is 


ſufficiently proved ito" yohr © 
Hands, 'by'a late Author: Mr, Bah" 


(a) as ſo by your-own-' Gn 2 :vY 
Conceſſion, for Modifica-' | H_ 


tion''of Matter is 0: - [ 
Matter: it. /elf, If, unleſs. Accidents are. 
Subſtances, and Subſtances Accidents. 
And therefore "tw ſomething aiſtintt 
from yGur Body ; I call it Soul; do you 
call it what you pleaſe, provided you 
give me the ſame Iled'of 'it, that you 
have your-ſelf. But firſt, what | ſay 
you to your firſt Propoſitionjs i it thought 
or 70? 
Eug. I'm Satisfied it is not. 

Eralt erg well, "ow let us ſee how 


E far 
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far we agree-tagether, 1 ſuppoſe in th 
three Paints; 1. \[ think. 2 oo 


that thinks, .is not wy Body(or Mat- 
ap!” 3 rs thought. 


Er. Let the tmo. Firſt be: therefore 
laid down for Axioms-1- 1 
Axiom. Hi. think.2. This I that think, 
| 15noet Matter. Now wefhal 
examine wherder the Sonl-bec «Modih- 
cation of Matiergs satreain that its ei- 
zher aSubſtangeyor« Modificatian,fer 
Ing inNatwrt vs ge of theſe to. 
Is - NT ce you mke Od: 


it be ke wy 2 f 2 Cliinds.a 
Prom, a-Cone,or other Fregular form. 
By Modificatian. nantand the 
whichoan only bens Subjeft,and th 
it were daftiroy'd, yet the Subjabt onay 
remain, as Rong i in a Globe * 
Wax ; which Globe being made in- 
t0a Gabe, i Mode or Modi- 


fication 
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fication ceafes to be, and the Sub- 
je&t wherein it was, continues, and 
receives 2 New Modthcation of So-. 
tid: Quadrature. 

Eraſt. Tes Eugenes, Fi take Sub- 
ſtance and Modification in yur Senſe, 
po now I aſſers, that all Modifications © 
paſſoey and can't af upon Matrer. 
g. Your Reaſon for that? 
Bret. A AModifieation of Matter, 
1 fuch or ſuch a Difpoſrrion of parts: 
Now if ſneh a Moavfication could'work, 
upon or alter vhe parts of the Subjeft, 
ie conld Anmbilate #- felf 


dification I Marrer , _> yet "tis 
plain, it works upon Matter. 
Eraſt. Juſ# as a Stone does, wher: 


*tis firſt puſht on by ſomething elſe 3 you 


halt find no ſuch thing as Morion in 
Nature, that receives not firſt its being 
immediately from the propulfion of ſome 
Body, fo that when we ſay fuch a 
thing MOVES, we /peak improperly, and 

$3 ought - 
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exght to ſay, fuch a thing is moved ; 
I -ſpeak. of all Material Bodies what- 


Jens 
5, What think you of Heat : ? 
Ei. ink. with all Philoſophers, 
that.*tis 4 Dk agitation of the fineſt 
Particles of Matter, firſi put in Mo- 
rion- from: ſomething without.. f 
you examine the whole Creation , youll 
find that no Modification whatever, is 
in its own Nature ative, tho perhaps 
you have ſingled out the moſt probable, 
Eug. Well, -upon a Suppoſition 
that Modifications are paſſive, what 
15s your Inference ? 
aſt, Fl have no Suppoſitionzeither 
give eneinſtance of the contrary,or grant 
what 1 Aſſert.' 
Eug. I grant, that Modification of 
M atter us paſſrve. 
Eraſt. Thez let that be a third 
. _ - *Axiom. Now] argue, No 
(a) Axiom 3d. . (a) Modification 15 eſſen- 
P . tzally attive,but every Soul 
eſſentially Aﬀive, therefore 10 Soul 
i5 a Modification: 
- Eugs Prove the Soul to be eſſen- 
tially 


(4r ) 
| tially ative and Fl] for ever give up 
| the Cauſe of Modifications, _ 
| - Eraft. Thinking s Eſſential to me; 
for *tis by thinking only,that 1 can prove 
my Exiftence Now 
Exg. Hold Eraftss, how is think-- 
ing effentia} to you, if you cannot 
prove [that you always think * Mr: - 
Lock, in his Treatiſe of Humane Un- 
derſtanding, (hews that a Man can- 
not be always aſſured, that the Soul - 
thinks, as when he is aftleep.; there- 
fore 'tis not only my private Opini- | 
on that is againft you in this Matter. 
Eraft. With Submiſſion 'to {0 great © 
a Man as you have mention d,” 1 an- 
ſwer, that this | or my Soul, (by which © 
Fam wharl am) is only Enowable by 
| the property of thinking, and thence © 
| Demonſtrative of my Eſſence, Now if 1 
| am almaysI, T mean, if 1 am the fame, 
| whether I am a ſleep 04 awake ( which 1 
| think, no one will deny). then this I by 
| which I am, what Fam «lways thinks, 
| tho' the Senſes are not always-employ d, 
| Andif Mr. Locks Inferexce be gaod 3 
that a thing is not, becauſe-we are - 
6-3: not - 
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not ſenſible of. it: in our Sleep, zher 
T will prove to him by bis own Argument, 
that he has no Body, nor Senſes while 
be is aſlleep, ſince when he is ſo, he 1s 
'20t ſenſuble, that he has either Body or 
or. SEnce,. /o that notwithſtanding this 
Objeftion, Delicartes's aſſertion is as 
valid, as it was before Mr. Lock en- 
gaged it, viz. that thinking is of the 
E ence of the Soul. one 
.* _ Exp. But Eraftus, how does this 
prove the Activity of the Soul 2 

Eraſt. Mauch more evidently, than 
that all-; che lines .in a Circle, 
drawn from the Center to the Cir- 
cumference are equal ; which you are 
pretty well aſſured of. 1 ſay, that the 
Soul continually thinking, or in other 
terms Exiſting, does continually at or 
exerciſe its eſſential property, in Come | 
pounding. Dividing,Concluding, Re- 
jeting, Chooſing, Dogoring, Gec. | 
and 1s therefore Active , unleſs do-| 
ing ſuch things , is doing nothing at | 
all. 

Eaug, Tis very true Eraſtus , the 
Soul is A#ive, and Modifications 
are Paſſive, Eraft: 
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Eraſt. Then the above Argument is 


good, That the Soul is no Modifica- 
10D, 4s you at firſt. aſſerted. 


Dee Inn 


— 


Dial. III. 


That the Soul muſt. neceſſarily Ex: 
and A&, tho 1m a ſlate ſeparate 
from the Body.. 


Eug. Ray,  Eraſtus, tell me what 
P you think the Soul-is ? 
Eraſt. ſay» tis a Subſtance, 
Eug. Why 1o? ; 
Eraſt, Every thing is either. a Sub- 
ſtance, or 4 Modification. of a- Sub- 
ſtance, the Soul is not the 


(a) Laſt, therefore it is the (a) Axiom 4. 


Firſt. 'Twas granted be- * P: 


fore that the Soul 15 not (b) Axiom, 


(b) Matter, as alſo that 2. cap. 
thinking was eflential zo 
its Eſſence ; Therefore I define the Soul 
t0.be, ROE” 
An Immaterial thinking Pginition of 
SubR ance. the Soul, 

Et 7, 
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Body ? | 

Eraſt. Cant one Subſtance exiſt 
without another, Eugenes ? 

Eug., Yes, Exiſtence {imply con- 
fidered, but whether a difſolution of 
Soul and Body may not render each 


part incapable of ating ſeparately ? 


Thus-the PRES wheel taken out 
of a Clock, not only becomes un- 
ative it (elf, but alſo leaves the reſt 
under an impoſſibility of motion. 


Eraſt. There's no. wheel in a Clock 


ſimply eonfider & in its ſelf is effentially 
ative, "tis all dull paſſrve Matter, and 
pufht on by Weights and Springs; But 
the Seul 1s effentially ative, becauſe 
eſſentially thinking , as was ſhew'd be- 
fore, therefore depends not upan any re- 
attion or Contiguity of Parts, as Matter 
dees, and conſequently can aft either 
with or without the Body: As a Man 
that leaves one Mechanick Employ can 
Buſy bimfelf in another; for the Clock 
only receives, and dves not recommiuni- 
cate aftion ro the Clock-maker, 


Exg. But can'it exiſt' without the - | 


E 1g. 


| "A | —'Y as _ " { TY —_ a 


Eo 


Eng. But it appears to me, Eraſtie, 
that there is a reaction and mutual 
Commerce.betwixt the Soul and 
Body, that: the-: diſpoſition, or 1in- 
diſpoſition of either affectsthe others 
as-for inſtance, if my Body is lan- 
range and weak, my Soul appears 
ow and dejeRed ; and on the con- 
trary, under grievous Diſtempers & 
Indiſpofitions there may happen ſuch 
Diver{ons and Complacency to my 
Soul, that I forget the Pain I endure 
in my Body. 

Eraſt. No, #0, tis a Vulgar Error 3. 
the Soul 15 never weak or affiifted for the 
Indiſpoſition of the Body 3, It alts then 
as vigorouſly as at other times, becauſe. 
"tis always independant of the Body. 
Suppoſe 4 good Muſician plays upon an 
Inſtrument out of Tune, who blames hs 
Art then, more than at another time ?. 
Or who affirms that his vitive Power 
75 defefttive, becauſe a Cloth ts put upon 
bu Eyes? The Soul of Manu the ſame 
Sick, or Well , Young or Old; tis only 
the Indiſpoſition of the Organs which 
puts the fallacy. upon uw: Nor ao the 

torment s 
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torments of the Mind. at all injure the 
Body, otherwiſe than 4s an arvidental 
yay, i tis n0t ahy. Commutie ation of 


its grievances that hurt the Body, for 


that is m0 ways capable of receiving 


them, fince there i3 no Analogy betwixet 
bong bt aud Matter, but the Body may 
be injured, when the Soul by an FARE > 
and Sous Reflexion on ſome Impreſſing 
Idea, forgets 10 aſſiſt the Body in the 
proſecution of its juſt Demands, as to 
Steep, Food, Morion, Reſt, or ozher 
helps which are abſolutely neceſſary for 
the well-being of the Body, ſo that the 
Ama Communicates 0 Evil to the Bo» 


in forme condition or other, 


Eug. T granted before that the | 
Soul will exit in a feparate eſtate, | 
Exiftence ſimply conftder'd,as a Man | 
will exiſt 1000 years - after he is | 
dead, in ſome form or other; Per- | 
haps that- which you call your Noſe | 


; but detains from it, to its preg» | 
Joo jou things as it wants, and there- | 
by accidemtally injures it. But to ve- | 
turn from this Digreſſion, I ſay, that | 
the Soul 45 it 15 4 Sub/ance, muſt exiſt | 


CCI IE <a eh ge I ” 3% Get Lak ads. "os 


| | the Soul being Immaterial , we canner 


tho' your. San! acts.as you ay, Ja 
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-now,may be part.of a Fiſh or a Fouy] 


within theſe 60 years, for Matter 


cannot bedeſtroy'd. But how your 


Saul ſhall be Individual, and aQin 
that zndividuahty after its ſeparation 
from the Body, I ſee no mare rea- 
ſon than for a tage which is throwg 
from 2 Striag, and thereby has Mo- 
tion Communicated Io it, "how'dbe 
laid always to Move .ig its individu- 
ality, win pulveriz'd and {(catter'd 
iato the revolutions of Matter, for 


its:Evadent, that it ceceiv'd this «- 
Sion fron God, and therefare may 
in foune lence be ſaid to be a Mo- 
dificaticnof him, as well as we day 


a Stone meceives:the Madmhcation of 


"Motion fram a $lmger, and we ſec 


there's an impoſſibility for this Mo- 
tion or Modi f0 Continue 
for \fYEr. 

Eraft. To this heap of Qbjettions 1 
| euſwer, Firſt, We can't ſuppoſe vhedn- 
| ntheluatity of the Saul loft, after the 
mmanuer a; that of the Body; for 


bave 
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have any Idea of Parts, Diviſ6bility,&Cc. 
which are proper to Matter, 2, A 
Stone has noimmediate dependance nþ- 
on a Slinger ; #0r does a Slinger always 
exift to Communicate ſuch a Motion to 
a Stone : But God neceſſarily exiſting 
and by vertue of that Exiſtence Com- 
municating Exiſtence to the Soul,which 
having oncereceiv'd to be, cannot ceaſe 
to be unleſs its Author either ceaſes to 
be or Annhilates it z and ſince we ſee 
110 reaſon to believe he will take away 
its Being, 1 know not why 'we ſhou'd 
argue againſt our reaſon . to prove it. 
3. Attion or Motion which is ''Commu- 
nicated to0-a Stone, w only a Modifica- 
tion of the Stone, and not Eſſential to 


it : But Aftionin the Soul, (or in other 

terms Thinking or to /peak, yet more | 
properly Exiſting,) & of the Eſſence of | 
| the Soul, which ts different enongh from | 


HModification , ſo that the Parallel is 
every way adefettive; and unleſs you 
can prove the Soul is capable of At- 


rtrition; Diviſion, &Cc. and thereby un- | 
der a Capability of loſing its Indivi- 


| 
; 


duality ; Nay, which #5 yet harder upon. | 
y08, | 


a DEA 
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you, unleſs. you can demonſtrate that 
Materiality and Immateriality bave 
the ſame Properties, 4s #iſo that Sub- 
ſtances and Modifications ave bomage- 
veons. Laſtly, if you bave no-way left 
you 20 reconcile ſimple Exiſtence and 
Nonexiftence, you muſt admit that the 
Soul will exiSh and att-in a ftate ſepa: 
rate from the Body. 

Eng, Here's a great deal of Ar- 
gument confuſedly put together, if 
you ll pleaſe to reduce it under par- 
ticular Heads, and in, few words, I 
thall be the better able to judge of tr. 

Eraſt. 1 was oblipd to a Complex 
Anſwer, Eagenes, fince your Objeftion 
was of the ſame Nature, but to.gratifis 
J0u again, I ſay im ſhort. 


T. The Soul is a Subſtance, and muſt 
exift ſomewhere, and. after (ome 

. HRARMEY. M8 

2. The Soul ts immaterial, therefore 

indiviſihle, and by Conſequence Us 

Individaalit y is certalp. . :... 


3. The Soul is Eſſentially aTine, & 
was prov d before... 
Now 
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"Now 1 leave you to make your own 
Concluſion, 

Eng. Indeed Eraſtus I can ſay 
nothing material againſt the Premi- 
ſes, for now I am perſwaded of :he 
Individuation of the Soul as a Subſtance 
that muſt exif and att in a ſtate 
ſeparate from the Body. | 


Dialogue IV. 


That the Soul or this I tha# thinks 
muſt be ſenſible of Happineſs or 
Myſery im a State ſeparate from 
the Body. 


Eraſt. Yd Ur after all, 1 ſee ns great | 
need to inſift upon the Indi- | 
widuation of the Soul ; for if thinking | 
be of the Eflence of the Soul as ap- 
pears above, then as we very reaſonably | 
conclude that all Subſtances naturally | 
anuſt for ever exiſt, Exiſtence ſimply | 
conſider d; ſo, the Soul mu$# always | 
exaſt,or in other Terms think ; thinking 


ſimply 
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femply confider'd ; and as Sabſtances 
are always Subſtances, tho ſometimes 
under one,ſometimes under another Mo- 
dification; So the Soul 7s always a 
Soul or a thinking Being, tho' it may 
be imploy'd upon this or that Objet 
and tho" it ſhould not exit in its Indi- 
viduation, yet every Particle (forgive 
the Nonſence of the Snppoſition,) would 
think by it ſelf, which is as much as to 
ſay exiſt by its ſelf, thinking being of 
the E fſence of its Exiſtence. Now Eu--- 
genes, -if 1 can prove that the Conſe- 
quence of thinking does neceſſarily ſup 
poſe Happineſs or Miſery , #t's plain 
that the Soul when ſeparated from the 
Body is. alſo. either Happy or - Miſe= 
reble. | 

Eng. "Tis very true, Eraſtus, 

Eraſt. Then, 1 ſay, that the ſeveral 
diſtin Powers of the Soul or a think- 
ing Being, whereby it applies it ſelf to 
this or that Objett, are ſtill to ſome end 
or other ; for Inſtance, why ds 1 chooſe 
this or that thing? *T's evident, That 
Choice ſuppoſes . a Compariſon, and 
where two or more things are compar'd, 


1 that - 
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that which 1 make Choice of, I prefer 
to all the reft, becauſe of ſome appa- 
rent or real Convenience that it has 
above the ret ; here's a defign in this 
Choxce, Viz. 4 Convenience br a Good 1 
and tbe cnd of chooſing what 1s good, us 
20 be Happy in its Poſſeſſion. Good 18,50 
other terms, a Congruity betiwixt the 
Powers. of the Soul! and the Object 
they fix upon ; #f wpon Tryal or Exa- 
mination I find the Choice 7 make to be 
proportionable to my exp'ttation, then 
there reſults what I call Good or Hap- 
pinels , if the Contrary, that diſap- 
pointment i what I call Evil or Un- 
happine's. 

Exp. This neceſflarily ſuppoſes, 
that what a Man chooſes 1s 4 pon 
that which is, or appears to be, a 
Good 5 what think YOu, Eraſtae., of 
a Wretch that Hangs himſelf, or a 
Parricide,who contrary to his know- 
tedge,and in Oppoſition to the Laws 
of Natxre, contrives and effects the 
Death' of his Fathers it appears to 
me that he propoſes neither Good | 
nor. £64110 himſelf 3 not Good, or | 
Wai" Y = 
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he1s conſcious that *tisan ill Action, 
and is likely to have an ill Conſe- 
quence 3 not Evil, for we naturally 
flee from Evil and Milery, and if 
this be Truth, then his Soul which 
was active all along in the Murder 
propos d neither of theſe ends you 
mention'd., and by Confequence 
might act in vain, or without- any 
deſign at all, which oppoſes' what 
you would now prove to me. 
Eraſt. 1 anſwer to your Objettions ; 
I mu$t premiſe that in the Choice of tWO 
good things, one #5 always look'd: upon 
a5 an Evil in Compariſon with the other 
which 1s preferr d before it, tho that 
lefler good is fill a Good in its own 
Nature, and if compar d with an:Ev1il 
is ſo alſo by Compariſon : Again, in the 
Choice of two Evils, the lefler i a 
Good in reſpet of the greater ; tho! 
inits own Nature it be an Evil, and 
appears to be ſuch when' compar d with 
another Good. Thus a Wretch that 
hangs himſelf out of the way, does not 
do it purely for the ſake of hanging, or 
becauſe 'tis an Evil, bus he looks hpor 
F 3 to 
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to be 4 Good Comparatively to, and 
therefore more Elegible than, ſome other 
Evil that he 1abonrs nnder, Tonr Par: 
Ticide alſo feels the want of bis Father's 
£ftare, or finds that he is ſome Obſtru- 
fron tb bi in his Amours, or ſomet hing 
elſe, und whilſt be compares thu Evil 
936 #6 geluRancies, Ec. the firſt ap- 
pears more inrolerable ro him than 
rhe laſt,' awd ihereſore be chooſes it 
under the appearemce of Go0d z or thas, 
the ayparent Good that he promiſes 
himſelf, #n the Murder, out-ballances 
rhe mnfeit Evil which his Conſcience 
threatens anto 1m in the Perpetration 
of the FathT hw you ſee not only Ga00d 
may be choſen, as Gaod, vut Evil alſo 
ndtr the appearance of Good 1 tho! 
Eviliasam Evil in 4t ſelf can t be choſen 
by v4, it being efſentially repugnant to 
te. Reaſonable Nature. 
1 Eng. Indeed, Exraſtns,T muſt con: 
fels we do always propoſe happineſs 
roour felves:inevery Ac; but what 
is your Inference from this Con- 
ceſhon 
Erait. S-nce doubting,examming, 
chooſn?, | 
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chooſing, refuſing, &c. are the ſeveral 
Atts or Exertions of what we callSoul, 
and that all theſe Atts are defign for 
happinels, follows that the Soul which 
thus Exerts it ſe'f-1s Happy or Miſera» 
+ ble in theſe Exertions, ſmce it either 


enjoys or miſſes the end in order to which 
f excrciſes its Powers. 


Eng. Your Inference is Good if 
you can prove, that the Soul can 
examine, doubt, chooſe, refuſe, Rc. in 
a ſeparate State. 

Eraſt. Tou have granted alreadythat 
it can Exit (alizs think) in a [tpa- 
rate State, and pray what 45 thought 
but an Exerciſe of doubting, choo- 
{ing., &c. Can you think and not be im- 
ploy'd in the Corporeal, Dirwxne or other 
tHmermediate Natures for your Obje£t ? 
Can you imagine and not make uſe of 
ſimple or complex Iaea's for your Sub- 
jet ? That 1s, 4n other Terms, can you 
think and not think ; have Idca's and no 
Idea's at the ſame time ? 

Eug. No, Eraſi 1s, 

Eraſt Inderd tis 1124p9ſſible, for think- 
inp ſuppoſes Objefls and Modes of think- 


ng, 
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ing, deſtroy theſe, and that i nor, but 
you have granted that that 5, there- 
forethe/e mu#t be ;.and by Conſequence 
the Soul mu$t be Happy or Miſerable in 
a ſeparate State. 


Eng, Well Eraſtus , T ſhalt conſi- © 


der of theſe things againſt the next 
meeting,vhen I hope we ſhall agree 
better than we have done formerly ; 
I muſt be goingnow, for my time is 
expir d. 

Eraſt. 1 had ſeveral other things to 
have communicated to you, but we ſhall 
take another Opportunity for them ;, 1n 
the mean time endeavour to lay by your 
Prejudices, and believe that I have no 
deſign but your own Happineſs, and a 
Profeſſion of my Friendſhip. 

Eug. | do ſo, Eraſtus, and ac- 
ROO ORE the Obligation: — Fare- 
we 

Erait. Farewel Eugenes. 
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Books Lately Puinted for 
John. Dunton. 


1. AN E arneſt Call 10 Family Catechifing and 

Reformation;by a Reverend Divine. Se- 
veral Miniſters and private Chriſtians peru- 
fig this Piece, carneſtly moved for its pub- 
lication, which the Reverend Anthor at length 
confenting to the following PROPOS AL, 1s 
now made for the more general diſperſing 
of it ; viz. That whatever Gentlemen wall 
be fo publick [pirited ,as to give Fifty of 'em 
away, they {hall have that number deliver- 
ed to 'em for Twenty Shillings ſtitcht, up in 
Blew Paper,and ready Cut; but as for others 
who buy lefler numbers, they muſt not ex- 
pect 'em under Six pence per Book. 

' 2. The Agreement in Dofirine among the 
Diſfſenting Miniſters in London, Subicribed 
Dec. 16. 1692. \ 

3. The Pay of Fubilee; or a plain and pra- 
&ical Diſcourte of the Saints Gathering to- 
eether,and of their Meeting the Lord of Glo- 
ry at his ſecond Coming, on 1 Theſ. 4- 17. 
By Fohn Brandon, ReCtor of Firnchamfied in 
Berks. --- this Sermon 1s not yet out, but will 
be Publiſhed in about a Fortnzghts Time- 

4. The Compleat Lihrary tor Febru«ry, new 
Publiſhr, price 6. d. 

5 PROPOSALS for the Printingof a 
Book of William Leibourn Author. of the late 
Curſus Mathematicus, and of divers other Ma- 

themartical 


thematical Tratares, who hath now by him 
a Miſcellaneous Manuſcript ready for the Preſs, 
which he intends to Entitle Pleaſure, with 
Profit, Confiſting of Recreations of divers 
kinds, in Numeric, G:ometrical, Mechanical, 
Optical, Aftronom*ctl, Horometrical, Cryptogra- 
phical, Statical, M/gnetical, Automatical, Chi- 
mical, Hiſtorical, Publiſhed for 1ngenious 
ſpirits, to make further ſcrutiay into theie 
( and the like ) ſublime Sciences, This 
Book, when Printed will.contain above One 
hundred Sheets, wich near T'wo hundred Cutts. 
And to the end, that this Fork may come 
to pubiick View in the Authors Life-time, 
he preſents the following Overture ( for rhe 
promoetionof it ) to all Maſters, Heads, Pro- 
woſts, Felows,Scholars, 8c. of both Univerſuties--= 
To all Publick and Private Schoolmaſters, Uſhers 
and Scholars under them — To all Gertlemen of 
Inns of Court or Chancery — And to all other 
private Gentlemen, of what Degre? ſoever — 
The Propoſals are as followeth , viz. (1.) The 
Subſcribers to give 13 s. 6 d. for each Book in 
Quires, whereof .6 s. to be paid at the time 
ot Subſcription, and 7 s. 6. 4 at the Delive- 
ry of the Book. (2.) Toencouraze all per- 
ſons that ſhall Contribute to the precuring 
Subſcriptions torSix,rhey ſhall have a {ſeventh 
Gratis, (3.) All who intend to afliſt m the 
Advancement - of this uſeful Work, are de- 
fired to ſend in their Subſcriptions with a!l 
ſpeed, unto rhe Perſons here under Named, 
wherePrintedReceipts ſhall be given them and 
if they ariſe to any Competent Number, "= 
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Book ſhall be Finiſhed by Midſummer next. 
the Undertakers are, Dorman Newman, Rich- 
ard Bildwin, and Fohn Dunton. Of whom 
the PROPOSALS areto be had. | 

The Late Tryals of ſeveral Witches; pub- 


* liſhed by Cetton Mather. 


_ The Fourth Edition of the new Martyro- 
logy, or Bloody Aflizes, with Additions, ſo 
large, as renders 1t a new Secret Hiſtory of 
the /ate Times. 

The Senſe of the United Nonconforming 
Miniſters againſt ſome of Mr. Davies Errone- 
ous Opinions. 

Caluifical Morning Exerciſes ; the 4th. 
Volume. | 

Heads of Agreement aflented to by the 
United Miniſters. : 

The Countreys Concurrence with the Lon- 
don Miniſters ; by S. Chandler. 

The Second Edition of Goſpel-Truth 
ſtated. 

A Defence of Goſpel-Truth, being a Re- 
ply to Vir. Chancy's Firſt Parr. 

A Diſcourſe ſhewing what Repentance of 
National Sins God requires, &c. 

The Vayity of Childhood and Youth, theſe 
Four laſt written by Danzel Williams. 

The Life of Mr. Thomas Brand ; by Dr. An- 
neſley. | 


The Mourners Companion ; by FA Shower. 


A praQucal Diſcourſe on Sickneſs and Reco- 
very. x 

Early Religiofhi, or a Diſcourſe of the Duty 
of Toxth.. 


Fall 
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Fall not out by the Way; or a Perſwafion to 

a Friendly Correſpondence between Bre- 
thren of the fame Faith, All three by 7. 
Rogers, M.A. 

The Life and Death of the Reverend Mr. 
Eltot ; by Cotton Mather. / 
Mr. Barkers Flores IntelleFuales; both 
parts. 

Mr. Increaſe Mathzys Sermon to a Condem- 
ned Malefactor. 

Mr. 2uicks Young Man's Claim t0 the Sacra- 
ment. | 

A practical Diſcourſe on the Late Earth- 
quakes. 

Mr. Crow's Vanity of Fudicial Aftrology. 

Mr. Oakes Funeral Sermon. 

Mr. Kent's Funeral Sermon ; both by Mr. 
Sam. Slater. 

Mr. Barlows Treatiſe of Formcation, his 
Penitentiary Sermon. 

The Celeſtial Race; by Mr. Buſh. 

Mr. Buſh's Sermon on a perſon that died 
ſuddenly. | 
- The Eighth Volume of the Athenian Gazette, 
with a general Title, Preface, and Index to 
It : 

The fit Volume of the Compleat Library, 
with two Alphabetical Tables. 

A Mourning Ring, 1n memory of your de- 
parted Ertend, the Second Edition. | 

The Young Student's Library, Publdh'd 
| by the 4thenan Society. : 

— A Schene of Inquiries Publilhed by the 
Athenian SOCiety» 
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